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Brexit: How will 
our MPs vote? 




We ask if they could yet 
overturn referendum results 
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Sixth Form Open Evening 

Thursday 24th November 2016 
5:30pm until 8pm 
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TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 


The remote controlled roller-door is the most popular garage door 
by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space saving, extra 
width, extra height, neat and compact, totally secure, reliable 
and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 

Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
ROMAN are the best in the UK - by a mile!! Roman are one of the 
biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us you will 
save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! NOW JUST £875!! 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Remote Controlled Rolling Garage Door 

• Exclusive safety system, based on digital technology 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you 
extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roman Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality 
garage door, for lower than B&Q prices!!! 

WE LOVE HAPPY HOUR!! 

NOT **£2500! 

BUT £799 THIS WEEK!! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL This week 01245 396 910 
www.romangaragedoors.co.uk 
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It’s snow joke we don’t 
get white stuff anymore 


ONCE upon a time, in the not too 
distant past, we used to get snow in 
Kent. Not just little sprinklings, but 
inches of the stuff which was greeted 
with whoops of delight by children 
and the young at heart, and groans 
from everyone else as transport, 
schools and services ground to a halt 
as a consequence. 

Today, however, it seems such a 
weather phenomenon is fast becom¬ 
ing a thing of the past - or at best a 
once in a few years’ experience. We’re 
not quite throwing a festive shrimp 
on the barbie while strolling around 
in t-shirts, like our Antipodean 
cousins, after all, it still 
manages to turn bone-crack- 
ingly cold for months on end, 
but the snow somehow seems 
to avoid us. 

To compensate for the lack 
of the white stuff, our 
transport system, almost as 
an annual tradition, will 
ensure that at the 
first signs of a 
little sleet, getting 
across the county 



is about as quick and easy as a hike 
up Mount Everest. In a storm. 

Add to that, schools under increas¬ 
ing financial pressure will no doubt 
struggle when the winter cold snap 
arrives as creaking old boilers struggle 
against age and lack of maintenance 
to generate sufficient heat, leading 
many to have to turn youngsters 
away. So some children, at least, will 
still be tickled pink. 

Just that despite everyone’s best 
efforts to emulate what it’s like, it’s 
not quite the same is it? 

If we’re going to have the impact of 
global warming, it seems only fair 
that we get the snow as well as 
the freezing conditions. 

A few years back we went 
through a little spate of snow 
immediately after Christmas; 
a white blanket offset by the 
twinkling of festive lights. It 
really was rather beautiful. 

So we’ll accept the 
damp summers and 
cold springs, but 
, let’s not lose the 
snow too. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 


Contents 



News 

07 Smartcards 
for our trains 

System set to roll out 
across the network 

08 Fresh row 
over crossing 

Neighbouring MPs 
lock horns yet again 

09 Mystery of 
the mummy 

CT scan on 3,000 year 
old Egyptian remains 
reveals secrets 

11 Brexit: How 
will MPs vote? 

We gauge opinion on 
the expected debate 


12 Mars mission 
remains ‘on 
track’ 

And Kent woman is 
still hoping to go 

14 Discovery 
Park is sold 

And it reignites dispute 
over Manston future 

19 Cop killer 
faces jail 

Jury finds him guilty 
in gruesome case 

20 Brave trek 
over Sahara 

One woman’s effort to 
defy doctors who said 
she’d never walk again 


23 Commuters’ 
train treat 

Just look at what took 
them to London 

22 Win! Leeds 
Castle tickets 

Your chance to enjoy 
its Christmas market 

Pure Weddings 

25 Inspiring 
your big day 

Get ideas in our great 
guide inside today 


Plus 

Letters .Page 40 

Images of Kent... .. Page 41 
Sport . .Page 47 



HOW TO CONTACT US... 

Editor: Chris Britcher 
Email chris. br itcher@ archant .co.uk 
Address: Kent House, 81 Station 
Road, Ashford TN23 1PP 

Editorial: News: 01233 653475 
Sport/Leisure: 01233 653479 
Email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Advertising: 

Jobs/Notices: 01233 653461 
Business: 01233 653461 
Email appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 
Retail/Leisure/Motors: 01233 653461 
Email sales@kosmedia.co.uk 
Distribution: 01233 653470 

FOLLOW US ONLINE @ 

• kentnews.co.uk 

• kentnews.co.uk/mobile 

• jobsforkent.co.uk 

• homes24.co.uk 

• drive24.co.uk 

• twitter@kosmedia 

Published in Kent and printed by Archant Print, 
division of Archant Community Media Limited 
(Co Reg No 19300). Registered Office: Prospect 
House, Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 IRE 


ARCHANT 


} 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending November 20,2016 3 



















Smile Again 

with TDC Smile in a Day 
same day dental implants 





*/ Restore your smile and your confidence 

^ Fixed teeth in just one day!* 

J Eat and enjoy any food you want 
including steak, apples and crusty bread! 

J No more painful teeth or dentures 
*/ Virtually pain-free treatment 


People who suffer with loose or missing 
teeth, or who wear uncomfortable dentures, 
know how much misery these dental 
problems can cause every day. 

At TDC Implant Centres we have the solution 
with our Smile in a Day treatment. In just one 
day, our expert team can place a fixed set of 
natural lookingteeth. You will leave with 
your smile and confidence restored. 


^ Highly experienced, award winning 
TDC dental team 

*Teeth fixed in the mouth and not removable by the patient; a further permanent set of teeth at three months are included. 


‘It has changed my life' 

Jonathan Anderson - TDC Patient 
See more real patient reviews at www.smileinday.co.uk 

Book Your FREE Consultation Today C 01303 802109 M info@smileinaday.co.uk 




TDC 


Implant Centre 


Home of Smile in a Day 

Folkestone - Peterborough - Harley Street 


Suite 1,92 Sandgate Road, 
Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2BE 

www.smileinaday.co.uk 


4 Week ending November 20, 2016 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 







it Download your free 

Kent News iPhone 
and iPad App available 
at the Apple App Store 

□ 13 

n Follow us on 
Twitter @kosmedia or 
Facebook KOS Media 


Fears rise over 327,000 
drinking at danger levels 



EXCESS: It is feared many do not realise they are drinking too much and the impact it can have on their health 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


FIGURES released this week 
suggest 327,000 people across Kent 
are drinking at ‘dangerous levels’ 
while the number being admitted 
to hospital for alcohol related 
issues is on the rise. 

The figure released by Kent 
County Council (KCC), and 
coinciding with Alcohol Awareness 
Week, which concludes on Monday, 
come with a fresh warning that 
many drinking too much are doing 
so without even realising it. 

KCC director for public health, 
Andrew Scott-Clark, said: “People still 
don’t realise how much alcohol they 
are drinking and the harm it is 
causing their health in the short and 
long term. We continue to raise aware¬ 
ness of the recommended drinking 
levels which are to not regularly 
exceed more than 14 units a week. 

“We know that people struggle 
with this measure so consider that 
one pint of strong beer or cider 
equals three units, as does a large 
glass (250ml) of wine. A small 
glass of wine (175ml) amounts to 
two units while a bottle of beer can 
mean 1.5 units but these can all 


vary depending on the alcoholic 
strength of the drink.” 

The number of admissions to our 
hospitals due to alcohol is lower 
than the England rate (529 people 
compared with 651 per 100,000) 
however parts of Kent are causing 
concern with Canterbury, Dartford 
and Gravesham higher or similar 
to the England rate, while the 
number of men being admitted to 
hospital continues to be consider¬ 
ably higher than women. 


A spokesman for KCC said: “In 
Kent, it is believed that more than 
327,000 people are drinking at 
dangerous levels which increase 
their risk of many illnesses and 
conditions and may well lead to 
them dying earlier than they should. 

“This week has focused on knowing 
the risks associated with alcohol such 
as cancer, dementia, depression, 
diabetes and hypertension. 

“Kent hospitals treat approxi¬ 
mately 20,000 cases of alcohol 


related illness and injury a year. 
Alcohol-related issues cost the NHS 
in Kent an estimated £108million 
a year.” 

Mr Scott-Clark added: “Although 
the vast majority of people in Kent 
enjoy drinking alcohol sensibly 
and within recommended 
guidelines, there are many who do 
not realise or are seriously 
under-estimating how much they 
drink and the impact it has on so 
many health conditions.” 


Police complaints dip 
while IPCC admits to 
‘postcode lottery’ fears 


County named in 'coolest 
places to visit' travel guide 


COMPLAINTS about the police are 
down 29 per cent on the previous 
year, new figures have revealed. 

The Independent Police Complaints 
Commission revealed 842 complaints 
were made in the county in 2015/16 
compared with 1,187 in 2014/15. 

But an inconsistency across the 
country as to how complaints are 
handled has raised concerns. 
Currently disputes are solved either 
through a local informal resolution 
of by referral to the IPCC. But rates 
for both vary dramatically. 

In Kent, 59 per cent of cases were 
investigated and a quarter dealt with 
through the local resolution process. 

Nationwide, forces uphold only 19 
per cent of appeals against their own 
local investigations, whereas when 
such appeals come to the IPCC, 41 
per cent are upheld. 

Kent upheld six out of its 33 
investigation appeals - a ratio of 
18 per cent, while the IPCC upheld 
39 per cent of appeals made 
about Kent complaint investigations 


- a total of 26 out of 66. 

Chair of the IPCC Dame Anne 
Owers said: “We know that the police 
complaints system is over-complex 
and over-bureaucratic, and that is 
part of the reason for the inconsist¬ 
encies between forces. It is very 
unlikely that the profile of cases 
among forces varies so widely, so this 
appears to be a postcode lottery.” 

Deputy chief constable Paul 
Brandon said: “We take all complaints 
seriously and encourage people to 
contact us if they are concerned with 
the service they have received. 

“Our control room received more 
than 760,000 calls for police 
assistance from the public in 2015/16, 
and there are many tens of thousands 
of other personal interactions with 
the public each and every day. 

“With the roll out of body worn 
video cameras to all officers it is 
hoped this will help resolve com¬ 
plaints with greater ease, and we will 
see a reduction in the number of 
malicious complaints received.” 


KENT has been named the 'coolest 
county’ in England, according to an 
award-winning travel publishers. 

The county was hand-picked in 
Travel DK’s ‘where to go’ guide for 
2017, and has been listed alongside 
exotic places including Jamaica, 
Mexico and Sri Lanka. 

Listed as the best place to go in 
May, travel experts cited the 
growing seaside art scene 


A MAN found dead at a gym in 
Bexley run by the kickboxing 
trainer of TV and movie star Idris 
Elba, had been stabbed in the 
chest and abdomen, a post-mor¬ 
tem examination has confirmed. 

Police were called to Double K 
Gym in Stable Lane on Monday 
morning and the victim - named as 
24-year-old George Barker, from 
South Darenth - died at the scene. 


including Margate’s Turner 
Contemporary and Ramsgate’s 
UpDown and York Street galleries. 

Kent was also praised for it’s 
home produced food and drink. 

The county’s tourism industry 
showed a sharp rise over the 
summer, with visits up 18.8 per 
cent in July alone according to Visit 
Kent - the biggest increase year on 
year increase since 2013. 


It has sparked a major police 
investigation, handled by the Met’s 
homicide and major crime 
command. 

Kieran Keddle, head coach at 
the gym, trained Mr Elba ahead of 
a professional fight in Thailand last 
month. 

The gym was shut down this 
week while police carried out an 
investigation. 


Major probe after stabbing 
leaves man dead in gym 
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Golden boy Max Whitlock opens sports hall 


TEAM GB Olympic gold medallist Max Whitlock made 
a special appearance at a Kent school this week. 

The most successful gymnast in UK history - and 
double gold winner in Rio this summer - was guest of 
honour at the opening of a new sports facility at the 
Weald of Kent Grammar School in Tonbridge. 

All 1,300 students, along with a number of VIPs, 


governors and staff, got the chance to see the star show 
his gold medal ability on the new equipment. He also 
gave a motivational talks to the pupils. 

The facility will provide space for sports, perform¬ 
ances and events capable of holding the entire school. It 
has also provided a home for a number of local commu¬ 
nity sports clubs for out-of-school hours activities. 


Cops hopeful of finally 
solving 19 year mystery 
of missing 54-year-old 


By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


A FLURRY of calls into the mysteri¬ 
ous disappearance of a woman 20 
years ago could lead to finally solv¬ 
ing the riddle of what happened to 
her, say police. 

Margaret Coston was last seen 
leaving the former Pembury Hospi¬ 
tal, near Tunbridge Wells, on Febru¬ 
ary 23, 1997. She had been treated 
there as a voluntary inpatient. 

The 54-year-old was reported 
missing by the hospital and was be¬ 
lieved to have left the grounds and 
wandered into nearby woodland, 
prompting the alarm to be raised. 

Despite extensive searches at the 
time, she was never found. 

Earlier this month, police renewed 
its appeal for information on Mrs 
Coston, following a periodic review 
of the case, and are set to conduct 
searches of the woodland using new 
techniques to finally provide answers. 

It is hoped by using the latest 
technology and methods, it could 
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MISSING: Margaret Coston 

finally yield a breakthrough. 

Officers leading the operation also 
appealed to those who had known 
Ms Coston to get in touch. 

Speaking this week, police inspec¬ 
tor Ray Quiller, who is involved in the 


investigation, said: “We have had a 
really encouraging response to the 
appeal, with a number of people who 
knew Margaret contacting us. 

“It has been a long time since the 
original investigation and so it is im¬ 
portant we reassess any details of 
the original investigation we hold 
with any new information which 
may now arise. 

“Over the coming weeks we will 
be speaking to these people to see if 
there are any new clues, which can 
help us piece together what may 
have happened to Margaret all those 
years ago.” 

Searches of woodland off Ton- 
bridge Road are set to continue dur¬ 
ing the week commencing Novem¬ 
ber 21, when officers from the 
Metropolitan Police will again be as¬ 
sisting the operation by bringing 
with them specialist detection dogs. 

Pembury Hospital was demol¬ 
ished and replaced with the £226 
million Tunbridge Wells Hospital at 
Pembury with work starting in 
2008 and the new hospital opening 
for its first patients in 2011. 



CHANGED: Deal is still just Deal 


Deal sponsor 
claim ‘a spoof 
says councillor 

CLAIMS in a national newspaper on 
Friday that Deal had been renamed for a 
day in a bizarre commercial sponsorship 
deal have been slammed as a ‘spoof by 
council chiefs. 

The Daily Telegraph claimed the 
seaside town was renamed Voucherbox: 
Home of Deal for 24-hours. 

But Deal councillor Mike Eddy said it 
wasn’t as it seemed. 

He told KoS: “It’s a publicity spoof. It’s 
nothing to do with the town council or 
local authorities. Voucherbox did try 
their best to get Deal renamed for a day 
but the reality is different. The next 
thing we know Dover will be renamed 
Starbucks for a day,” said Cllr Eddy. 

Voucherbox, which offers discount deals in 
stores, is believed to have agreed a four- 
figure deal with Deal’s chamber of com¬ 
merce to go towards the Christmas lights 

Peter Davies, secretary for Deal and 
Walmer Chamber of Trade, said: “We 
didn’t see it as a massive problem, and 
the mayor saw it as a good idea. It’s just 
a few fun, tongue in cheek articles. We 
took a long, hard vote on it and we 
spoke to the 150 businesses in Deal. 

“At the end of the day it’s getting the 
town’s name out and to be honest Deal 
could do with that, like most small 
towns could. We’re the ‘Deal of the 
moment’.” 


Athletes to help put 
youngsters on track 

DOUBLE Olympic hero Dame Kelly Holmes, is 
leading a campaign to get thousands of disadvan¬ 
taged Kent youngsters into sport and employment 
by using world class athletes as mentors. 

The Hildenborough star’s chairty, the Dame 
Kelly Holmes Trust, will support some 3,750 
young people across the county over the next four 
years in realising the attitudes needed to live a 
positive life and developing a range of skills. 

Dame Kelly said: “I’ve seen over the past eight 
years the truly life changing impact that these 
programmes have on young lives and I’m really 
excited that more young people than ever before 
will benefit from our incredible athlete mentors.” 

Nicola Wood, event Manager for Motiv8 Sport, 
which manages the Get on Track programme in 
Thanet, said: “The young people it reaches gain 
many positive outcomes from this intervention 
including improved communication skills, 
experience of teamwork, gaining of confidence 
and improved health and well-being.” 


Jobs threat for 150 
at insurance giant 

SOME 150 jobs could be moved from Kent to 
Birmingham after bosses at AXA Insurance admitted 
difficulties in filling positions in Tunbridge Wells. 

The proposed move affects around half the 
employees in motor customer operations at the 
insurance firm’s Century Place office in the town. 

A consultation between the business and the union 
representing the employees is underway. 

A spokesperson said: “There is a large, existing 
and well-established motor claims operation in 
Birmingham and it is proposed that consolidating 
these teams in one site will ensure that AXA is able to 
deliver a more consistent service to its customers. 

' ‘If adopted, this change would impact around 150 
employees. 

‘ ‘It would not affect the other teams based in the 
same office nor employees of AXA’s healthcare 
business in Tunbridge Wells. 

It is understood the proposal isn’t about cutting cost, 
but about having access to a larger pool of potential 
employees in Birmingham. 


MP backs fairer price 
at petrol pumps call 

A KENT MP has backed calls from a campaign group 
for the introduction of a government watchdog on 
rising prices at the pumps. 

Statistics regularly generated by the Cranbrook- 
based FairFuelUK campaign claim drivers are being 
ripped off at the pumps as petrol prices rise and oil 
prices plummet. 

The group says its supporters are incensed by the 
latest blatant increases in petrol and diesel, that will 
impact on inflation and growth in the economy. 

A spokesman said: ‘ ‘In the 38 days since Brexit to 
August 1, wholesale fuel prices fell five per cent, oil 
dropped 10 per cent yet pump prices hardly moved. 

‘ ‘But in the 11 days between September 27 and 
October 7, wholesale prices moved up five per cent 
so pump prices rose almost overnight and are 
continuing to climb.’ ’ 

The findings are backed by Charlie Elphicke, the 
Conservative MP for Dover, who said: ‘ ‘It’s clear 
drivers are being ripped off by greedy big oil 
companies and others in the fuel supply chain.’ ’ 
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Smart card technology to roll 
out across our train network 



TRACKS: Southeastern passenger can ‘tap and go’ as of December 5 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


PAPERLESS commuting will roll into Kent 
next month as train company Southeastern 
prepares to introduce a new smart card 
payment system. 

The Key becomes live across the local rail 
network from December 5, initially for week¬ 
ly, monthly and annual season tickets, as 
part of a £5.5 million project. 

Posters appeared around the county this 
week, announcing that the blue smart cards 
are ‘coming soon’. 

Images unveiled as part of the campaign 
show each will be personalised with the 
holder’s name and unique passenger number 
printed on the front, while child Keys also 
include a photo on the reverse. 

Passengers will buy tickets online or, out¬ 
side London, from Southeastern ticket vend¬ 
ing machines. 

Tickets are automatically loaded onto the 
Key by tapping it onto a smart card reader at 
their station, either on the automatic ticket 
barriers or on the vending machine. 

Online tickets can be collected two hours 
after purchase, while tickets bought 
from machines will be loaded onto the card 
immediately. 

Southeastern managing director David 


Statham said: “Our passengers will be able 
to unlock the benefits of smart, paperless 
ticketing and speedy, tap-and-go travel. 

“The Key will be easier, quicker, sturdier 
and more secure.” 

The government’s rail minister Paul May¬ 
nard added: “Monday morning queues to 
buy tickets before you board will also be a 
thing of the past. 

“We are making the biggest investment in 
the railways in Britain since Victorian times. 

“By the end of 2018, our aim is for every 


passenger to have the choice of travelling 
without a paper ticket, which could mean 
instead paying with the flick of a card or 
touch of a mobile phone. 

“With technology like this new card we 
are finally bringing rail travel into the 21st 
century.” 

Up to five tickets can be stored on the 
new smart card at any one time - each 
must be bought and loaded separately. 

Unlike Oyster, The Key does not hold 
funds or credit. 


PCC in crime plan 
survey last appeal 

POLICE and crime commissioner Matthew Scott 
is urging residents not to miss out on taking part in 
his survey which will help form his future police 
and crime plan. 

The online survey closes on December 2 and 
Mr Scott wants those in Medway and Thanet, in 
particular, to join the 1,000-plus who have already 
taken part. 

Visit www.kent-pcc.gov.uk for details. 

Crowdfunding push 
for town folk festival 

ORGANISERS of this year’s Tenterden Folk 
Festival are turning to the increasingly popular 
fundraising method of crowdfunding to make 
next year’s 25th anniversary event the best yet 
They say the move will mean the event, which 
runs from October 5-8, will not have to hike up 
ticket prices. 


A20 delays this week 

MOTORISTS using the A20 at Dover will face 
disruption when a section is closed between 9pm 
and 5am from Monday to Friday this week. 

The shutdown will affect the coastbound 
carriageway between the Courtwood junction in 
Capel and the Limekiln roundabout. 

This is to allow work to continue on the Prince of 
Wales and York Street junctions. 



Morris & Turner 


BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE SHOWROOM 



COMING SOON ... LIMITED STOCK ... 
RESERVATIONS TAKEN! 

Decorated Suite (includes pedestal, basin, 
cistern & comfort-height pan (excludes 
seat) 

RRP £1200 OUR PRICE £399 


FREESTANDING 

BATH! 


RRP £1495 

OUR PRICE JUST £499! SAVE £1 000 



Contemporary fixed 
head & shower kit 

RRP £185 
OUR PRICE £50 



Adjustable 
riser shower 
kit 

RRP £99 
OUR PRICE £30 


Shower seat 


RRP £320 
OUR PRICE £87 


much much much much MORE STOCK ARRIVING 

Visit their showroom today for some friendly advice and quality service. 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

01634 813813 www.morrisandturner.co.uk 

- - - - - - ' T • ^ 
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Tories lock horns again over 
Lower Thames Crossing site 



A FRESH war of words has erupted 
between neighbouring MPs over the 
site of the Lower Thames Crossing. 

Gravesham MP Adam Holloway 
told the House of Commons 
proposals for it to be built east of 
Gravesend would leave it as “a 
crossing to nowhere”. 

The Conservative MP argued 
there is a need to separate regional 
from long-range traffic in order to 
alleviate problems at the Dartford 
Crossing. 

He said: “We need, and it is 
perfectly feasible, a long tunnel that 
would start south of the A2 and pop 
out north of the A14, and vice 
versa, to swallow up the traffic. 

“If this money is spent on the 
crossing to nowhere to the east of 
Gravesend, people in Dartford and 
Thurrock will continue to suffer 


appalling pollution, traffic and 
inconvenience for decades.” 

But Dartford MP Gareth Johnson 
said Mr Holloway’s plans would 
involve “funnelling more traffic 
into the Dartford area”. 


He said: “Any road system we put 
in place at the approach to the 
existing Dartford crossing would 
result in at least six years of 
roadworks and would kill the 
Thames Gateway area.” 


Cops receive more than 
100 guns in amnesty call 


POLICE chiefs have revealed 
more than 100 guns have been 
handed in as part of a two-week 
firearms amnesty. 

A total of 104 guns, both 
replica and live, were surren¬ 
dered by weapon holders across 
the county alongside 24 
separate surrenders of live 
ammunition. 

The firearms handed in 
included 29 pistols, 28 shotguns, 
nine revolvers and six rifles. 

The surrender of these 
unwanted items means that 
they can be safely disposed of, 
ruling out the chance of them 
falling into the wrong hands. 

Detective chief superintend¬ 
ent Rob Fordham said: “We are 
very pleased with the response 
this amnesty has received and I 
would like to extend my thanks 
to all those who handed in their 


firearms and ammunition. 

“We are committed to 
making our communities safer 
and removing firearms which 
are no longer wanted elimi¬ 
nates the risk of them falling 
into the wrong hands. 

“Although this two-week 
surrender has now finished, we 
are happy to accept unwanted 
items from weapon-holders at 
all times. If there are firearms 
holders out there who have an 
item they wish to surrender I 
advise them to contact 101 for 
advice, or to arrange collection 
from an officer from Kent Police. 

“The same goes for people in 
possession of replica firearms. 
There is never a good reason to 
be in possession of a replica 
firearm in public, it can place 
holders in a significant amount 
of danger.” 


Pub wins top loo award 

THE Muggleton Inn in Maidstone is feeling 
flush after winning a ‘loo of the year’ award. 

The Wetherspoons pub was handed a 
platinum award - the highest possible - for 
its ‘exceptional toilets’ in the Loo of the Year 
Awards which judges quality and standards 
at sites across the UK. 


Bowie show for his 70th 

A TRIBUTE concert for Beckenham’s David 
Bowie to mark what would have been his 
70th birthday will take place at the Brixton 
Academy on January 8. 

The show will feature his former band 
members and the actor Gary Oldman. The 
performer died in January aged 69. 


Minister unveils 3G pitch 

SPORTS minister and local MP Tracey 
Crouch officially opened the new 3G sports 
pitch at Chatham’s Victory Academy school 
on Friday afternoon. 

The project was made possible thanks to 
£519,797 grants from the Premier League 
and FA Facilities Fund. 


Vandals smash windows 

POLICE in Dartford have launched an 
appeal for information following reports of 
stones being used to smash car windows in 
Darenth Park Avenue. 

The incidents were reported last weekend. 
Witnesses, or anyone with information, is 
urged to call the appeal line on 01474 366149. 
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Secrets of mummy are revealed 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


S cientists and historians say 
initial scans of an Egyptian 
mummy on display at 
Maidstone Museum have 
revealed a “myriad of fasci¬ 
nating findings”. 

Among them were secrets of an¬ 
cient Egyptians revealed for the first 
time - and the realisation that what 
the museum thought was a mummi¬ 
fied hawk, was in fact the remains 
of a baby. 

The mummy, known as Ta-Kush, 
is believed to be that of a 14-year-old 
girl who died about 2,700 years ago. 

The scans, which have taken place 
at the Kent Institute of Medicine and 
Surgery (KIMS) in Maidstone, were 
given the go-ahead after obtaining a 
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

“The initial results of Ta-Kush’s 
scan were remarkable,” said Saman¬ 
tha Harris, collections manager at 
Maidstone Museum. “Not only did 
we find evidence of fully erupted wis¬ 
dom teeth to help us identify that her 
age was probably much higher than 
was first thought, but also that there 
was evidence of a wedge fracture in 
one of her vertebrae - a symptom of 
patients suffering a downward im¬ 
pact such as a fall. 

“These findings - as well as others 
we expect to learn once the full scans 


are analysed during work at Liver¬ 
pool John Moores University - have 
helped us learn so much about Ta- 
Kush already, and we can’t wait to 
find out more in the coming months. 

“Among the other items we 
analysed was a piece that had 
initially been classified as A mum¬ 
mified hawk with linen and carton- 
nage, Ptolemaic period (323 BC - 
30BC)’, 

“Following the scans at KIMS Hos¬ 
pital, the remains were in fact re¬ 
vealed to be the mummy of a baby. 
Initial reviews identified the baby to 
be a miscarried around the 20-week 
gestation foetus which, if found to be 
the case, will be one of the youngest 
human mummies recorded any¬ 
where in the world. 

“Thanks to the CT scanning, we 
are able to learn much more about 
the collections in a non-invasive 
way, without damaging the integrity 
or condition of the artefacts. For ex¬ 
ample, without access to the technol¬ 
ogy, identifying and learning about 
the baby mummy would’ve been im¬ 
possible without causing irreversible 
damage from unwrapping.” 

The discovery of the body means 
that Maidstone Museum no longer 
has the only human mummy in 
Kent, but the only two human mum¬ 
mies in the region. Additional re¬ 
search and conservation will be un¬ 
dertaken in order to respect and care 


for the baby as a person, maintaining 
the highest standards of ethical re¬ 
sponsibility for the preservation of 
human remains. 

Also scanned was an ancient 
Egyptian ram’s horn plugged with 
mummy linen. Following the CT 
scan, the horn was found to be filled 
with contemporary items from the 
Victorian, or later, era, including a 
chain/necklace, and buttons. The 
reason for this remains a mystery, 


and further research will be under¬ 
taken as to why this might have been 
used as a form of container. 

On-going investigations into the 
life and conservation of Ta-Kush are 
set to be conducted over the course of 
the next few months with Liverpool 
John Moores University analysing 
the scans and creating a facial 
reconstruction. 

Thanks to the lottery funding, and 
with support from the Maidstone Mu¬ 


seums’ Foundation, the Egyptology 
Department at the British 
Museum, the Petrie Museum at Uni¬ 
versity College London, Western On¬ 
tario University and the Egypt Explo¬ 
ration Society, this research will 
uncover the stories behind the 
scanned human and animal remains 
ready for the redisplay of the wider 
Ancient Egyptian and Greek World 
collections, to be unveiled in summer 
2017. 


5-day Coach Holiday at 
Warner’s Corton 
Village on the Suffolk 
Coast now just £179... 

It’s true! You can 
now have a 
fantastic 5-day trip 
to Warner’s Corton 
Village near 
Lowestoft on the 
Sunny Suffolk 

Coast for a very special price right after Christmas... 



But, you must be quick - this is a late availability deal - hence the low 

price... 

Corton Village Suffolk 

Stunning views, landscaped grounds, superb, large indoor pool, Sauna, Coffee Shop, Clifftop 
Conservatory. Chalets have comfy beds, ensuite bathroom with toiletries, TV, Radio, 
hairdryer, iron, tea/coffee tray - everything you need! 

Full details... 

Monday: We arrive this afternoon. Settle in and look forward to dinner and then Warners 
legendary entertainment this evening and every evening! 

Tuesday: Trip to historic city of Norwich on market day 
Wednesday: A Seam Train ride through Norfolk scenery 
Thursday: A big part of your holiday is Corton itself so 
today is left free for you to relax and enjoy the facilities. 

Friday: A last hearty ‘Warners’ breakfast before we leave 

Departs; Monday 16th January £179 

Price includes: 4 nights accommodation with 3-course dinner and 

full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown Price pp based on 2 sharing Chalet. Single Supp £30 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 


Our coach departs: Dover - 
Folkestone - Ashford - Maidstone - 
and then to Warner's Corton. 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 


32 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Warners: Gunton 
Hall 5 day Coach 
Holiday £209 

It’s true! You can now have a fantastic 5-day trip to Warner’s 
Gunton Hall near Lowestoft on the Sunny Suffolk Coast for a 
very special price next spring 

But, you must be quick - this is a late availability deal - hence 

the low price... 

Gunton Hall - 50 acres of Woodland with Lake - lovely to stroll. Indoor 
Bowls, Superb indoor pool. Fantastic live entertainment every night. 
Comfortable Chalet accommodation with full facilities. 

Full details... 

Monday: We arrive this afternoon. Settle-in and 
look forward to dinner and entertainment this 
evening. 

Tuesday: A trip to the historic city of Norwich on 
market day 

Wednesday: a trip into the Norfolk Broads with a 
stop in Wroxham and a super cruise - all included. 

Thursday: A big part of your holiday is Gunton 
itself so we’ve left today free for you to relax and 

enjoy the facilities. Friday: A last hearty ‘Warner’s’ breakfast before we leave 

Departs; Monday 6th February £209 

Price includes: 4 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. 

Single Supp £30 

Call to book or see website 
GBTOURS S 0151 652 2222 
www.gbtours.com 

32 Years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Warner's Gunton Hall 
No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 
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THE EVENT CAR BUYERS HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR! 


WJ King 12-DAY 



FOR 12-DAYS ONLY, WJ KING WILL BE OFFERING AMAZING DEALS ON A WIDE 
RANGE OF NEW, PRE-REGISTERED AND QUALITY PRE-OWNED VEHICLES. 

STOCKS ARE LIMITED AND ARE AVAILABLE ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS, 

WE ADVISE YOU ARRIVE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 

YOU SIMPLY CAN’T AFFORD TO MISS IT! 


EVENT LOCATIONS: 

Vauxhall Welling Vauxhall Woolwich Vauxhall Gravesend Peugeot Sidcup Suzuki Bromley Kia Sidcup 

08448 263271 08448 263276 08448 263289 08434 877769 08434 877852 08434 877743 

Vauxhall Bexleyheath Vauxhall Farningham Vauxhall Dartford SEAT Bromley Suzuki Welling Dartford Trade Centre 

08448 263291 08448 263296 08448 263299 08434 877836 08434 877663 08434 877506 

Vauxhall Bromley Vauxhall Rochester Vauxhall Swanley SEAT Sidcup Hyundai Bromley Bromley Trade Centre 

08448 263282 08448 263287 08448 263292 08434 877651 08434 877799 08434 877915 


www.wjking.co.uk 

All offers and vehicles offered are subject to availability during the event period. A £99 inc. VAT admin fee (security checks and fuel) will be added to all vehicle purchases, this includes £20 worth of fuel. WJ King reserves the right to withdraw any offer at any time. Telephone calls may be recorded for training purposes. E&0E 
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Well vote to 
trigger Brexit, 
vow county’s 
politicians 

Following a legal challenge, MPs look 
to get a vote ratifying the triggering of 
Article 50 and our exit from the EU. So 
which way will our representatives go? 



PARLIAMENT: Unless a legal challenge is successful, the vote to start our exit from the EU will be conducted here 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


K ENT’S MPs have suggest¬ 
ed unanimous support 
for Brexit were a vote on 
leaving the European 
Union to manifest itself 
within the House of Commons. 

It comes after a Supreme Court 
judge said this week the EU referen¬ 
dum was not legally binding, ahead 
of the government’s appeal against a 
High Court decision saying parlia¬ 
mentary approval must be sought 
before triggering Article 50. 

While the county’s MPs, all of 
whom are Conservatives, were split 
in the run up to the referendum on 
June 23, they appear to have united 
in wanting to respect the wishes of 
the 17,410,742 members of the elec¬ 
torate who voted to leave. 

Some politicians from Labour, the 
Liberal Democrats and the Scottish 
National Party are expected to rebel, 
but certainly in Kent, it looks as 
though Theresa May’s party line will 
be toed. 

Leave-voting MPs, Gareth Johnson 
for Dartford, Adam Holloway for 
Gravesham, Julian Brazier for Can¬ 


terbury, Craig Mackinlay for South 
Thanet and Gordon Henderson for 
Sittingbourne and Sheppey, unsur¬ 
prisingly, say they would continue to 
vote in favour of triggering Article 
50. 

“Who knows what way the gov¬ 
ernment’s appeal will go but we are 
working on the assumption that they 
may fail,” Mr Mackinlay told KoS. 

“You can argue what you think the 
deal will look like, and I’m confident 
we will be consulted on how that 
comes forward, but ultimately what 
was on that ballot paper was a deci¬ 
sion on whether or not to invoke Ar¬ 
ticle 50 and the people said they 
wanted to leave. 

“The indications are even a lot of 
Labour members would support that 
and we will see how many are brave, 
or frankly, silly enough to go against 
the wishes of their constituents. 

“I think it will all go through be¬ 
fore March.” 

“I will continue to vote for us to 
leave the EU,” Mr Johnson said. 

“It would be an affront to democ¬ 
racy and the will of the people both 
locally in Dartford and across the 
country if I were to do otherwise.” 

Mr Holloway said: “They should do 
what the British people told them to 


do - 65 per cent of my constituents 
voted to leave despite ‘Project Fear’. 

“The sky has yet to fall in, there is 
no emergency budget or cuts to pub¬ 
lic services. 

“We just need to get on and leave 
the EU - those who campaigned to 
Remain shouldn’t rebel against the 
will of their constituents.” 

Mr Brazier said: “I campaigned in 
favour and I don’t think we need an¬ 
other vote before it’s triggered be¬ 
cause we had an overwhelming vote 
in favour of having a referendum in 
the first place. Hypothetically, were 
there to be such a vote, parliament 
would back it overwhelmingly.” 

Mr Henderson added: “I would cer¬ 
tainly vote for it, and I would be sur¬ 
prised if it did not go through fairly 
comfortably. 

“Any MP that votes against it will 
have a very short political career. 

“There will be a minority who will 
rebel, the Lib Dems for example, and 
maybe a handful from Labour and a 
small number of Conservatives, in to¬ 
tal I think it will be more than 100 
but less than 200.” 

Even the most passionate Remain 
campaigners in the county appear to 
have resigned themselves to defeat, 
urging their party to come together 


behind the prime minister and make 
Brexit a success. 

Faversham and Mid Kent’s Helen 
Whately said: “Despite campaigning 
to Remain I would vote to trigger Ar¬ 
ticle 50 because I absolutely respect 
the result people have voted for. 

“What I have noticed while can¬ 
vassing around doorsteps is people 
saying ‘most MPs are on the Remain 
side, they’ll vote against it’. But I 
don’t share that view. 

“While I can’t speak for every col¬ 
league the vast majority I have spo¬ 
ken to will vote in favour, and I think 
it will be an overwhelming majority 
overall. If you voted for a referendum 
you should respect the result but 
there will be some MPs who didn’t 
want a referendum so they may still 
vote against Brexit.” 

Tonbridge’s Tom Tugendhat also 
said he would respect the result, add¬ 
ing: “The referendum result was 
clear and the decision stands. A ma¬ 
jority of people voting decided this 
outcome and it would be wrong to go 
against the democratic process.” 

Damian Collins, MP for Folkestone 
and Hythe who voted to Remain, 
said: “I will vote to support starting 
the Brexit negotiations in March, as 
set out in the timetable given by 
Theresa May. 

“When parliament voted for the ref¬ 
erendum to be held, we were asking 
the British people to decide on wheth¬ 
er or not we should leave the EU. 

“Now that the decision has been 
made, we must respect their wishes.” 

Dover’s Charlie Elphicke added: “I 
wouldn’t like to speak for other peo¬ 
ple on what they should do but I 
would vote for Brexit because it’s very 
clear to see how the people of Dover 
and Deal voted and it’s important for 
us to get on with it and leave the Eu¬ 
ropean Union as soon as possible.” 

Fellow Remainers Sir Roger Gale 
and Helen Grant warned any poten¬ 
tial rebellion from the back benches 
could spark a general election. 

“Whether they like it or not, more 
than 50 per cent of the electorate voted 
to leave,” the Thanet North MP said. 

“I stated my case clearly that to re¬ 
main in a reformed European Union 
would give us economic security. 

“But it has been debated by parlia¬ 
ment already during the Referendum 
Act and there was overwhelming 


support following a very thorough 
debate. 

“If there was a majority vote 
against the prime minister that 
would be an issue of lost confidence 
and a general election would be 
called but I don’t think the turkeys on 
the Labour bench would vote for 
Christmas. I’m confident she will win 
and there won’t be more than 80 or 
100 voting against it.” 

Mrs Grant added: “If Mrs May has 
to legislate then so be it and I will 
vote with her for the triggering of Ar¬ 
ticle 50. It remains a real possibility if 
the PM’s attempts to drive through 
the will of the people are frustrated 
by a defiant few in Westminster, it 
may trigger a general election. 

“Mrs May will then campaign on a 
Brexit manifesto to give her the man¬ 
date she needs to deliver the referen¬ 
dum result and seek a better working 
majority.” 

Ashford MP Damian Green de¬ 
clined to confirm how he would vote, 
saying: “I think we should wait and 
see what happens at the Supreme 
Court first - until then, I don’t think 
politicians should answer hypotheti¬ 
cal questions. 

“I’m a democrat, I campaigned as 
hard as anyone to Remain but I ac¬ 
cept the result of the referendum and 
we are doing our best to make the 
best deal for Britain.” 

Tunbridge Wells’ Greg Clark is in 
the unique position in Kent of having 
a constituency that overall voted to 
Remain, as he did himself. 

Keeping his cards close to his 
chest, he told KoS this week: “The 
British people voted to withdraw 
from Europe. 

“The government is rightly hon¬ 
ouring that decision and Article 50 
will indeed be triggered in due 
course.” 

Tracey Crouch was the only MP 
not to declare which way she was 
voting prior to the election. 

Asked if she would disclose the in¬ 
formation now, she declined: “It’s ir¬ 
relevant. The people have voted for 
Brexit, I would respect that and I 
would suggest the majority of MPs 
would as well.” 

Rehman Chishti, Kelly Tolhurst 
and Sir Michael Fallon were contact¬ 
ed for comment several times by KoS 
this week but failed to respond. 
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Mars mission reaches for stars 


After a flurry of publicity more than a year ago, just 
what happened to the plan to colonise the red planet? 


A FORMER Beckenham lab tech¬ 
nician who has been shortlisted for 
a one-way trip to colonise Mars 
has dismissed accusations the 
controversial mission is doomed 
to failure or simply a publicity 
stunt, writes Adele Couchman. 

Amid a fresh range of interest in 
the red planet, after recent at¬ 
tempts to land a probe on its sur¬ 
face, KoS this week looked to see 
what became of the highly publi¬ 
cised Mars One project - trumpet¬ 
ed in 2012 as being ready to send a 
manned mission into space by 
2022. 

That has subsequently been 
pushed back to 2024 and then fur¬ 
ther still, amid claims it was all an 
elaborate publicity stunt. 

But those who have been short¬ 
listed for the mission say the 
scheme is still very much alive. 

Alison Rigby, 36, is among the 
final 100 candidates for the Mars 
One mission which aims to set up a 
permanent human settlement on 
the planet - with the first crew 
landing by 2027. 

The Dutch organised Mars One 
project has struggled to gain fund¬ 
ing for the estimated £4.8billion 
($6bn) costs but has since an¬ 
nounced it will be listed on the 
Frankfurt Stock Exchange to ena¬ 
ble supporters to ‘own’ part of the 
mission. 

The privately-funded, non-profit 
project initially set to raise some of 
its funds through media exposure 
- although a reality TV deal with 
the maker of Big Brother, Ender- 
mol, to document their progress 
has been shelved. 

But despite criticism from scien¬ 


tists and those in the aerospace in¬ 
dustry of the mission being a 
“scam” - with one study citing the 
colonists will die in 68 days - Miss 
Rigby believes there will be a thriv¬ 
ing civilisation on the red planet 
within a century. 

She told KoS this week: “I have 
always been a scientist at heart. I 
like to know more about our own 
world, so an opportunity to live on 
another planet is one I would defi¬ 
nitely take.” 

Miss Rigby worked in a south¬ 
east London secondary school be¬ 
fore moving from Bromley to Den¬ 
mark earlier this year. 

“Just because it’s something 
new, people automatically assume 
it won’t work. 

“We are talking about compli¬ 
cated systems here and an ex¬ 
tremely harsh environment, 
meaning if anything were to go 
wrong - we wouldn’t have a lot to 
fall back on. 

“Of course I’m terrified. But you 
have to take that risk. It would be 
great to say we made it easier for 
the next people.” 

As one of the last 100 hope¬ 
fuls chosen out of 200,000 
applicants, Miss Rigby 
will be facing further se¬ 
lection rounds which 
will eventually trim the 
remaining candidates 
down to 24. 

They will receive a 
formal full-time em¬ 
ployment offer to 
train for the mission 
to Mars, who will pre¬ 
pare in teams of four. 

Only one team of 


the four members will go on the 
first mission set to depart in 2026, 
with the risky journey set to last 
seven months. 

“My family is not happy - my 
mum thinks Denmark is too far 
away, so Mars is a completely dif¬ 
ferent situation. They’re proud, but 
I think they’re hoping I won’t get to 
the final round of candidates,” she 
said. 

Miss Rigby prepared for the trip 
in 2013 by locking herself in for 
two weeks with her boyfriend to 
see how she would cope with the 
isolation. After failing the first 
round of applications, the former 
lab technician’s partner also hopes 
to make the journey to Mars. 

“He is very proud of me and very 
happy that I am staying on the pro¬ 
gramme. 

. “He will 



. be 

upset, 

“When Neil Armstrong first 

and 

will 

landed on the Moon, everyone was 


mx have 

to 

watching and it was a huge step for 

»v 

wait be- 
* ’ fore seeing 

humanity, so it would be great to 
explore something new.” 



we will make it work.” 

She added: “I’m sad I will never 
be able to see my family again. Yet 
I can’t talk to my them where I’m 
living at the moment in Denmma- 
rk, so it will be difficult but it’s not 
impossible. 

“The plan is to be put in groups 
of four where we will train togeth¬ 
er for 10 years. After all that time, 
they will become my family.” 

Former University of Kent stu¬ 
dent Dr Maggie Lieu was also one 
of the five British people who made 
the shortlist of 100 astronauts 
hoping to leave the earth. 

But despite revealing she would 
like to be first woman to have an 
alien baby, the 26-year-old pulled 
out of the project earlier this year. 

“If I could go right now, I would,” 
said Miss Lieu, who has signed a 
disclosure form preventing her re¬ 
vealing why she left the mission. 

“Astronomy has always been a 
passion of mine since a young age, 
and now I am working at the Euro¬ 
pean Space Agency. 


She added: “I hope it would be 
something we would be able to 
achieve, and when I met the Mars 
One founder he seemed really en¬ 
thusiastic. 

“It would be a great shame if I 
didn’t go ahead.” 

Yet despite the optimism, Uni¬ 
versity of Kent professor of astron¬ 
omy Michael Smith said the mis¬ 
sion would be “terrible”. 

He explained: “The project 
sounds absurd. Getting humans 
on Mars is a big project - a scale 
larger than anything we have ever 
done. The cost of $6bn can’t be 
enough considering satellites can 


easily cost one or two billion. 

“In order to create a habitable 
place, extract water and grow 
crops, it would take at least anoth¬ 
er 20 or 30 years - and be more 
like $60bn.” 

Speaking of the seven-month 
journey, he added: “Getting there 
wouldn’t be a problem, we got to 
the Moon and people thought that 
would be too far. But I don’t believe 
it can be one way - we can’t just 
leave someone there suffering.” 

And once they’ve landed, the as¬ 
tronomy professor doesn’t believe 
life on Mars would get any better. 

“The lack of atmosphere would 
cause all sorts of problems, like 
skin and internal cancers. Only 
living in a sheltered environment 
could prevent that happening - it 
wouldn’t be very exciting. 

“I think most people will be hap¬ 
py when they are not chosen con¬ 
sidering they will be missing out 
on their entire lives here on this 
planet. 

“And for those that do go, in an¬ 
other ten years they would proba¬ 
bly want to come back.” 

Dutch entrepreneur Bas 
Lansdorp, co-founder of Mars One, 
said the $6bn budget was enough 
for the mission as the project does 
not need a return trip. 

He said: “Our cost figure comes 
from good discussions that we 
have had with established aero¬ 
space companies from around the 
world. 

“They have already been build¬ 
ing systems for the International 
Space Station and for unmanned 
missions to Mars, which are simi¬ 
lar to the ones we need. We are 
very confident that our budget will 
be enough.” 

They refused to elaborate on 
other aspects of the mission when 
pushed by KoS. 



Dutch company Mars One says they 
Bople on a one-way trip to live on Mars 
rp' BrvanVersteeq and Mars One 


FUTURE: Alison Rigby 
still dreams of a one-way 
trip to Mars. Main picture 
of Mars surface: Nasa 


12 Week ending November 20,2016 


(Mr. T 


North & West 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 






















Established 1981 

Over 60,000 customers! 


Limited 


Celebrating over 34 years of 


0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 




Don’t just 
glaze it, 


as heard on heart 


FENSA 


Our Sale Now On! 

Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


DOUBLE GLAZED 


WINDOWS 

£1,512 
WINDOWS 
£1,890 £<3 
WINDOWS 
£2,268 Bi 
WINDOWS 


OFF ALL 


Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaUte tiled 


WINDOWS 

£1,891 i"3 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 

£2,836« 

WINDOWS 


' An extra \ 

£100 

on production 

nf thic orliroKt* .1^1.1.1111.1^11111.1 liPjiiL.LLIIJIl Vrin . 


« £3,309iSv»T 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Hurry! 

Offers end 

6th 

December 


5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


imTOXnRfSCTia I T ■ -J-IUT 9 r^C\ Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

MjimOilUBt J- .M BiaicU \ I 1 j Door Lock: BS3621 

Open 6 days a week REG,STEREDC0 ” PANV y ^ENiliso-f : 

Monday ■ Saturday 9am ■ 5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

01 795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. H 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.com n £ 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


‘1 per order Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. 
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the Kent law firm 



Relationship at 
breaking point? 

The breakdown of any relationship can be very 
distressing. Whitehead Monckton family lawyers 
can help you through this stressful and painful time. 

We offer sensitive, constructive and cost effective 
legal advice. All our lawyers are experienced 
members of Resolution, committed to a non- 
confrontational approach to resolving family problems. 

An initial fixed cost meeting for just £100 (inc VAT) 
with one of our lawyers can help you see your 
way forward and understand your legal position 
and options. 

Our town centre offices in Canterbury, Maidstone 
and Tenterden are conveniently located to so please 
call to set up your initial discussion: 

Emma Palmer on Canterbury 01227 643266 
Dawn Harrison on Maidstone 01622 698051 
Daniel Bennett on Tenterden 01580 767540 



Da f k 
sale prompts 
fresh focus on 
airport future 

The former Pfizer site in Sandwich has been 
sold in a multi-million pound deal, potentially 
generating the funds to allow Manston Airport 
redevelopment plans to take-off. But opponents 
have waged a fresh war of words as a result 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


HE row over Manston Airport took 
yet another turn this week after the 
site’s owners sold their other major 
venture in Kent. 

Chris Musgrave and Trevor Cart- 
ner agreed the sale of the Discovery Park busi¬ 
ness estate in Sandwich on Monday night, in 
order to focus their attention on developing 
the Stone Hill Park project on the site of the 
former airport. 

The pair acquired the land in 2012 after 
pharmaceutical giant Pfizer scaled back its op¬ 
eration in the county. 

From a starting point of five companies on 
site and 15 per cent occupancy, Mr Musgrave 
and Mr Cartner have overseen the develop¬ 
ment of Discovery Park into one of Europe’s 
leading science, business and technology 
parks. 

The site now has 65 per cent occupancy and 
is home to more than 150 companies employ¬ 
ing more than 2,400 people across several sec¬ 
tors, with a target to reach 3,000 jobs and 70 
per cent occupancy by the end of 2017. 

Now though, the owners have sold the site 
to investment company Discovery Park 
Estates Ltd - a consortium of around a dozen 
investors. 

It has been trumpeted by many, including 
Kent County Council, as a great success story, 
though some critics say the park has not cre¬ 
ated new jobs, but rather proved an attractive 
destination for businesses to relocate and take 
advantage of its enterprise zone status, reap¬ 
ing benefits such as super-fast broadband. 

A spokesperson comprehensively dismissed 
suggestions, first made 18 months ago, that 
Mr Musgrave and Mr Cartner were in finan¬ 
cial difficulty, and insisted the sale was made 
purely so focus could be turned entirely to the 
Stone Hill Park project. 

Stone Hill Park would see the airport site 
transformed into resident, commercial and 
leisure developments. 

Ray Mallon told KoS: “Trevor and Chris are 
regeneration professionals, they take over sites 
in decline and bring them back around, but 
now it’s time to move on and concentrate on 
Stone Hill Park. 

“There’s only so many hours in a day, you 
can’t afford to be spread thin. 

“Chris and Trevor have no debts at all, full 
stop. Suggestions they do are complete folly 


and nonsensical. Entrepreneurs have to take 
financial risks, that’s the name of the game, 
but on the balance of probability I don’t think 
there is enough of a risk [to discourage the 
owners] here. 

“We are very confident we can get an out¬ 
line planning application to do all this - it’s 
business as usual.” 

Though Discovery Park now has new share¬ 
holders, the existing management team, in¬ 
cluding managing director Paul Barber, fi¬ 
nance director Kevin Howes and leasing 
director Anna Stone, will remain in place to 
support the new owners. 

Mr Barber said: “When the previous inves¬ 
tors acquired the site in 2012 it was always the 
intention that once the business park had 
moved onto a sound footing they would move 
on to new ventures. 

“The success of the site has been such that 
we have reached this stage perhaps a year 
ahead of schedule. 

“The consortium heard about Discovery 
Park, came down and fell in love with the 
place. 

“We never put it on the market, we had a few 
approaches from people we didn’t think were 
appropriate. 

“We wanted people who ‘got it’ and under¬ 
stood it was special, and when we met these 
investors we got the right vibe.” 

Thanet North MP Sir Roger Gale, a long¬ 
time campaigner to restore Manston to avia¬ 
tion use, told KoS he rejected suggestions it 
was another nail in its coffin, and maintained 
faith in American investment firm RiverOak 
submitting a development consent order 
(DCO) for the site. 

The Conservative recently vowed to retire as 
an MP if RiverOak’s plans did not stand up to 
scrutiny, after questions were raised following 
the publication of council-commissioned re¬ 
port by consultants Avia Solutions, which 
concluded airport operations at Manston were 
“very unlikely to be financially viable in the 
longer term and almost certainly not possible 
in the period to 2031”. 

“The so-called Stone Hill Park project is 
blue-sky planning,” Sir Roger said. 

“Chris Wells [Ukip leader of Thanet District 
Council] bought into it and is trying to brow¬ 
beat his local authority and party members to 
sign up to a change in the local plan. 

“That has not gone through due process, it 
has not been transparent but rather meetings 
behind closed doors. 
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SOLD : The duo behind the Discovery Park site, above, say the sale will allow them to focus fully on their Stone Hill Park plans 


“On the one hand you have a very flimsy 
proposal for alternative development, while 
RiverOak have made it absolutely plain 
they are going for a DCO and intend to 
make a formal submission to the planning 
inspectorate as soon as soon as they 


have assembled the relevant evidence. 

“Chris Wells has said RiverOak never let the 
council see the plans, but that’s because the 
council is not trusted by RiverOak. 

“My only concern is there could come a time 
when RiverOak say they’ve had enough and 


have other fish to fry. I am delighted they have 
stuck with this, they have spent a huge amount 
of money, including £4m on just the DCO 
process. You don’t spend £4m if you are not 
serious.” 

Speaking in response to Sir Roger’s com¬ 


ments, Cllr Wells told KoS: “As and when Riv¬ 
erOak actually produce a single strand of viabil¬ 
ity, I, and anyone else interested in airport 
operations, will be happy to consider it. Until 
then, they remain dreamers. 

“I am not quite sure why trust in the council 
is such an issue when Sir Roger Gale and his 
RiverOak playmates tell us they are going to 
achieve a DCO. 

“Given a DCO requires publicly-visible, front- 
end-loaded plans sooner or later they are going 
to have to reveal their great secret. 

“Until then they cannot expect to be treated 
with any degree of seriousness.” 

RiverOak bosses appear to remain confident, 
despite the developments, with a spokesperson 
saying: “We would like to congratulate the new 
owners of Discovery Park and look forward to 
working closely with them, when Manston reo¬ 
pens as an airport, to create economic opportu¬ 
nity and prosperity for Thanet and the wider 
east Kent region.” 

In another twist, it was also revealed this 
week that City financier Edmund Truell’s inter¬ 
est in trying to reinstate Manston as an airport 
remained. 

Mr Truell, a pensions and investment adviser 
to Boris Johnson during his stint as mayor of 
London, was behind an expression of interest 
made to the council earlier this year to become 
an indemnity partner to launch a compulsory 
purchase order of the site. 

His investment party, backed by sovereign 
wealth, was reportedly going to approach the 
owners and negotiate an offer, with the inten¬ 
tion of investing as much as £150m. 

In an email to a number of big players in the 
Manston saga, seen by KoS, Mr Truell said: “I 
and my infrastructure investment team believe 
that there is a real case for the restoration of air¬ 
port operations at Manston. 

“This is predicated on the assurances we have 
had from Kent County Council and Thanet that 
a fast rail link can be established as well as en¬ 
couragement from the owners that they would 
Continued on page 16 
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Bideford: 4 day 
Coach trip £105 

Enjoy a wonderful break in Bideford and north Devon for a 
very special price next spring... 

Full details: We arrive on Friday afternoon at 
the lovely 3 star Durrant House hotel to a 
warm welcome and refreshments. We stay 
for 3 nights and have trips out on Saturday 
and Sunday and return home on Monday. 


Trips out include: market town of Barnstaple, 
Picturesque village of Appledore and Atlantic 
Shopping Village 

Durrant House Hotel Bideford ★★★ 

Modern, spacious hotel with two restaurants, two 
bars, and a large ballroom with evening 
entertainment. 125 guest rooms with full 
amenities. Lift. 

Friday 20th January £105 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and 
full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as 
shown. Single room Supplement £19 

Call to book or book online 

GBTOURS 
® 0151 652 2222 
www.gbtours.com 

32 Years of great-value coach 
trips. 

ABTOT Bonded 5076 


« ■ * 




Our coach departs: Margate 
- Broadstairs - Ramsgate - 
Canterbury - Ashford - 
Maidstone - and then to 
Bideford. 

No changing coaches, no 
endless pick-ups. Same 
coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - 


Amazing Value for £105 

* 3-Course dinner each evening 

* Complimentary pre-dinner 
drink 

* Entertainment/Dancing each 
evening in the Ballroom 

* Hot and cold buffet breakfast 
each morning 

•Trip to Barnstaple and 
Bideford on Saturday 

•Trip to Atlantic Shopping 
village on Sunday 

* Refreshments/music to dance 
to on Sunday afternoon 

* Last night 'Party Night' with 
optional fancy dress 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


North & West 


Week ending November 20, 2016 15 


























CHANGES: Chris Musgrave, Ray Mallon and Trevor Cartner. Thanet MP Sir Roger Gale, right 


Continued from page 15 

at least consider an airport rather than a mass 
housing project. 

“Recently, I have had significant interest from 
far eastern airlines in operating into Manston 
for long haul flights coming in to the UK in the 
early morning. 

“I would like it put on the record that we are 
very interested in investing in the new 
facilities acquired to create a proper long haul 
destination. 

“We will also ensure that we acquire the in¬ 
terest of the current owners at a fair price and 
have indeed made several proposals to them.” 


Campaigners fighting to get planes flying 
again celebrated the comments. 

Dr Beau Webber, chairman of the Save Man¬ 
ston Association, said: “This makes it very clear 
that Manston can have an aviation future, in 
spite of any opinions in the Avia report, who we 
believe failed to talk with Edi Truell. 

“Given the fact that there is a DCO process un¬ 
derway, SMA believe that the only way this pro¬ 
posal can gain traction is for Edi Truell to join 
the RiverOakDCO process to turn Manston Air¬ 
port into what is known as a nationally signifi¬ 
cant infrastructure project. 

“However this proceeds, it is very important 
proof, with two very rich groups interested in 





running aviation at Manston, for the purposes 
of the Thanet council local plan process, that to 
close off aviation options too soon for Manston 
could be a significant mistake.” 

Sir Roger said it “kicked the bottom out of the 
Avia Solutions report”. 

He added: “What is clear is that there are 
those in addition to RiverOak, at present the 
only players who have stuck with the airport 
project, who believe in contradiction to the 
Wells and Avia line, that the airport is viable.” 

Cllr Wells, who has come under fire for alleg¬ 
edly reneging on a pre-election promise to re¬ 
open Manston as an airport, told KoS: “As the 
person who dealt with Edi Truell following his 
withdrawal from soft market testing, I welcome 
his continued interest and involvement but note 
that he first has to establish an agreement with 
the owners of the site and that it’s clear from his 
comments that he would seem to have no inter¬ 
est in working with RiverOak.” 

However, Mr Mallon told KoS Mr Truell had 
made no offer to buy the site, nor do the owners 
have any intention of selling in the future, and 
played down talk of a “mass housing project”, 
insisting the plans are for a maximum of 2,500 
homes. 

He said: “Mr Truell is a speculator and repre¬ 


sentatives of Stone Hill Park met with him this 
year out of courtesy, as we have done with vari¬ 
ous other speculators. 

“We informed Mr Truell of the extensive work 
that has been carried out analysing possible 
futures for this site and the clear conclusion 
from past history, independent studies and 
industry experts alike that an airport is not 
viable. 

“Mr Truell did invite Stone Hill Park to be¬ 
come partners with him in developing an 
airport. 

“Stone Hill Park rejected this because the site 
is not viable as an airport and anyone who in¬ 
vested in such a scheme - whether it was their 
own cash or other people’s pensions - would 
lose their money. 

“If Mr Truell really believes an airport is via¬ 
ble he should have produced the evidence dur¬ 
ing either of the two CPO procedures or for the 
recent Avia report. 

“The fact that he did not suggests his specula¬ 
tion would not bear up to public scrutiny.” 

Speaking to the Supporters of Manston Air¬ 
port campaign group, which has been in con¬ 
tact with Mr Truell for more than a year, he re¬ 
sponded to Mr Mahon’s comments, saying: “As 
for being a ‘speculator’ I am better known as a 
long term pension investor. 

“In my role as adviser on pensions and invest¬ 
ments and as chairman of the Strategic Invest¬ 
ment Advisory Board, I was asked to investigate 
the acquisition of Manston Airport and the co¬ 
ordination of investment to develop the airfield 
into a commercial venture. 

“This I have patiently attempted in a non par¬ 
tisan manner, until it became clear that the 
present owners are determined to turn it into a 
housing estate and have no intention of reopen¬ 
ing it as an airport. 

“Within our group, we have fostered the An¬ 
nuity Infrastructure Club and the team there 
have made some $68 billion of infrastructure 
investments, including 14 airports across the 
world. 

“Not exactly ‘speculation’”. 


GIRUNGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221 999 

or Text “compensation” to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

EH 01634 232048 4) 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 16YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 



Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 
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T: 01622 790 356 
W flooringmegastore.co.uk 

Unit 9, Access 4.20, New Hythe Business Park, Bellingham Way, Aylesford ME20 7HP 
Open Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:30pm - Saturday 9:00am-4:00pm 


FLOORING 

MEGRSTORE 

Uncompromising quality, permanently low prices 
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RECLINER CHAIRS I TABLES & CHAIR 
FROM I SETS FROM 



BEDS I ARM CHAIRS 
FROM I FROM 



£199 


n Free delivery & installation 
Price checked products 
S’ Family company 
Fast Delivery 


INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT 

AVAILABLE ON 
ORDERS 
OVER £500 


EXCLUSIVE OFFERS 
FOR KENT ON SUNDAY 
READERS 



Furniture World 

RECLINER FURNITURE SPECIALISTS 

15 Royal Star Arcade, High Street, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 1JL I 01622 296680 


Open Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm, Open Sunday 11am to 4pm 
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Brizzi ‘evil and 
calculating’ as he 
is found guilty 

Stefano Brizzi starts what is likely to be a long jail term 
for the murder and disposal of a Dartford police officer. 
WARNING: Graphic detail is included in this report 


A FAN of TV drama 
Breaking Bad fan 
who strangled a po¬ 
lice officer during a 
bondage sex session 
and tried to dispose of the body in 
an acid bath was this week con¬ 
victed of murder. 

Stefano Brizzi, 50, admitted he 
was inspired by his favourite TV 
series as he tried to get away with 
killing 59-year-old PC Gordon 
Semple, from Greenhithe near 
Dartford, by dissolving his flesh. 

Following an Old Bailey trial, 
the former Morgan Stanley IT de¬ 
veloper was found guilty of mur¬ 
der by a majority of 10 to two after 
the jury had deliberated for more 
than 30 hours. 

Brizzi, who gave no reaction as 
the jury delivered its verdict, will 
be sentenced on December 9. 

The court heard how the de¬ 
fendant met his victim on gay dat¬ 
ing app Grindr and arranged a 
“hot dirty sleazy session” at his 
flat near London’s Tate Modern 
gallery on April 1. 

According to Brizzi, PC Semple 


died when a dog leash he had been 
wearing as part of a sex game 
slipped. 

But a pathologist concluded 
that while strangulation was a 
possible cause of death, it would 
have taken minutes rather than 
moments, as the defendant had 
claimed. 

In the days after the killing, 
crystal meth addict Brizzi was 
caught on CCTV buying buckets, 
a perforated metal sheet and 
cleaning products from a DIY 
store. He then set about dismem- 


DARK WORLD BEHIND THE SMILES 


PC Gordon Semple, pictured 
right, enjoyed a comfortable 
home life, spending evenings 
watching television with his 
long-term partner or socialis¬ 
ing in their local pub. 

But it seems that alongside 
his “happy-go-lucky” 
appearance, the officer 
harboured dark sexual 
fantasies which ended in 
tragedy inside the flat of 
sadomasochist Stefano Brizzi. 

PC Semple, 59, was 
originally from Inverness 
before joining the Metropoli¬ 
tan Police, where he served 
for 30 years. 

At the time of his death, PC 
Semple was stationed at 
Westminster City Hall in 
Victoria as part of an anti¬ 
social behaviour team working 
closely with the council. 

The Old Bailey heard that 
the officer was “promiscuous” 
and had cheated on Gary 
Meeks, his partner of 25 years. 

PC Semple’s friend Jeff 
Green described him as a 
“lovely good man”. 

He said: “Outside work, we 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 



were good drinking partners. 
We were buddies. He became a 
friend of the family for many 
years. He was just a mate really.’ ’ 
None of PC Semple’s family 
attended court to hear of the 
harrowing and grisly details 
of his death and subsequent 
dismemberment. But follow¬ 
ing his missing person 
appeal, his brother Ronnie 
thanked people for their “kind 
thoughts” on behalf of the 
family. 


bering the body and stripping the 
flesh. 

Meanwhile, PC Semple’s long¬ 
term partner Gary Meeks raised 
the alarm and reported him miss¬ 
ing when he failed to return to 
their home. 

Neighbours complained about 
the stench coming from Brizzi’s 
flat and eventually called police 
who came across the grisly sight 
of “globules” of flesh floating in 
the bath, bags containing bones 
and a part of PC Semple’s head, 
and pools of human fat in the 
oven. 

Brizzi, who was wearing pink 
underpants and sunglasses, was 
arrested as officers realised the 
enormity of what they had found. 

The court heard there was evi¬ 
dence in the kitchen that Brizzi 
had chopped up the Inverness- 
born officer with a variety of uten¬ 
sils and may have even used chop¬ 
sticks to eat morsels of cooked 
meat. 

Following his arrest, Brizzi ad¬ 
mitted killing and trying to dis¬ 
solve the body of a policeman be¬ 
cause “Satan told me to”. 

During the killing, he said he 
had turned away a man on his 
doorstep who had arrived for a sex 
party organised on Grindr. 

Brizzi said: “I was right in the 
middle of strangling Gordon and I 
said to him ‘Look, this is not the 
right time now, people are falling 
ill and it’s a mess’.” 

The Italian also told police that 
he had “chucked” some of PC Sem¬ 
ple’s body into the Thames and 
thrown away his police badge and 
belongings. 

A human foot was later found 
by a member of Thames Mudlark 
Club near Bermondsey Wall. 

The court heard that Brizzi was 
addicted to crystal meth, which 
had cost him his job at financial 
giant Morgan Stanley. 

He had gone to Crystal Meth 
North & West 




KILLER: Main image Stefano Brizzi, inset he is seen buying chemicals in bid to get 
ride of PC Semple’s body. Left, police at the scene after the remains were discovered 


Anonymous meetings, but upset 
people by wearing a Breaking Bad 
T-shirt as the show “glorified” the 
drug. 

In his home, police found a 
mask and dog leash with PC Sem¬ 
ple’s DNA on it as well as a copy of 
the Satanic Bible. 

Giving evidence, Brizzi, who 
has HIV, told jurors of the difficul¬ 
ties of being a gay man brought up 
in a religious Italian family. The 
youngest of three siblings, his 
Tuscan father was a civil servant 
and his uncle was a Catholic 
priest. 

He had earlier admitted a 
charge of obstructing a coroner by 
disposing of the body. PC Semple’s 
brain and other internal organs 
have never been found. 

PC Semple’s family said in a 
statement: “Gordon was a loyal 
and much loved long term part¬ 
ner, brother, brother in law, uncle, 
cousin and friend to all. 

“We were devastated when the 
news broke of Gordon’s murder 
and the circumstances which are 
still incredibly hard to deal with. It 
is still insurmountably upsetting. 

“At Gordon’s funeral we met 
many of his friends and work col¬ 
leagues - we were proud to hear 
how fondly they thought of 
Gordon.” 

Malcolm McHaffie, deputy chief 
crown prosecutor, said: “Stefano 
Brizzi is an evil and calculating 
man who intentionally killed Gor¬ 
don Semple and then made grue¬ 
some attempts to dispose of his 
body. 

“He cynically lied to the court 
and the jury claiming that Mr 
Semple’s tragic death was caused 
when a sex game went horribly 
wrong and that he had taken 
drugs which caused him to try to 
cover up the death. 

“This was all fabricated by Briz¬ 
zi to evade justice.” 



RJCK 
ASTLEy 

50 UK TOUR 2017 

PERFORMING THE GREATEST HITS & 
SONGS FROM HIS NEW ALBUM 50 


PLUS SPECIAL GUEST RUMER 

Friday 16th June 

Bedgebury Pinetum 


Nr Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
Tickets: 03000 680400 C+S 

Buy online/info: forestry.gov.uk/music f©r 
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Dungs wood 
Christmas Trees 


Fresh home grown Christmas Trees, 
wreaths, decorations, lights and stands - 
everything but the turkey!! 


Refreshments available 


SANTA’S GROTTO OPEN 9-5 WEEKENDS 
FROM END OF NOVEMBER 
Shop opens daily from Saturday 12th 
November from 9am-5pm and until 7pm on 
Wednesday 30th Nov, 7th and 14th December 


Gravelly Bottom Road, Kingswood, 
Maidstone ME17 3NU 
E: info@kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk 
T: 01622 843780/842096 M: 07802 269019 
www.kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk 
Trade Enquiries Welcome cc accepted 
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Mum-of-two beats the odds 
in 100km trek across Sahara 


Told she would never be able to walk 
again, Luisa Pearce refuses to give up 



PROBLEM: When the wheelchair packed up, Mrs Pearce used crutches 


By Adele Couchman 

adeLe.couchman@archant.co.uk 


T WO years ago, Luisa 
Pearce was told she would 
never walk again. Now she 
is waiting to see if she has 
set a new world record for 
the fastest crossing of the Sahara 
Desert. 

And she managed the remarkable 
feat in a wheelchair - and when that 
broke, hobbled across the finish line 
on crutches. 

The mother-of-two, from Staple- 
hurst, flew back into the country af¬ 
ter her remarkable achievement last 
Sunday, and this week was reflecting 
on the 100km trek and how far she 
had come since routine wrist surgery 
went wrong and she woke up para¬ 
lysed on her left side. 

Speaking to KoS about the trip, 
which involved her crawling up the 
highest sand dune in Morocco, the 
former special needs teacher said: 
“The trip was about showing how dis¬ 
ability is not inability. 

“There were certainly high and low 


moments where I was freezing cold 
and soaking wet. There were parts of 
the trek where I couldn’t use my 
wheelchair, and I had people holding 
my arms where I had to climb. 

“The best moment was sitting on 
top of Erg Zahar watching the sun set 
with my son Christian next to me, 
who was really proud.” 

The 47-year-old helped raise thou¬ 
sands of pounds for her charity Free¬ 
dom for Wheels as part of the charity 
trek. 

She added: “I wanted to show to 
disabled people that with the right 
support behind you, you can achieve 
anything.” 

Despite the devastating news she 
received after her operation she was 
able to train for eight hours a week in 
preparation for the trek - which in¬ 
volved going to the gym and practis¬ 
ing using her wheelchair on Camber 
Sands beach in East Sussex. 

A self-confessed adrenaline junkie, 
Mrs Pearce decided she needed a new 
challenge after she was unable to go 
ahead with a climb to Mount Kili¬ 
manjaro she planned before her wrist 
operation. 


“I’ve always been adventurous, but 
when you become disabled so many 
things are taken away from you. 
Wheels and sand do not go together, 
but I wanted to prove everyone 
wrong,” she said. 

Arriving back in the UK last Sun¬ 
day, the challenge lasted for seven 
days with Mrs Pearce and her 18 
strong team enduring 40 degree 
heat, sandstorms, thunder and light¬ 
ning and sub temperatures at night. 

“There were no toilets, showers or 
washing facilities and we had to put 
the tent up in the pitch black,” she re¬ 
calls. “My wheelchair was battered 
going through the desert, so eventu¬ 


ally I had to use my crutches. 

“Without working as a team we 
would have never made it through.” 

Mrs Pearce was left paralysed from 
the knee down in one leg and lost the 
use of her left hand after surgery on 
her wrist in 2014. 

It is thought she suffered from an 
autoimmune disorder, leading her 
body to attack healthy tissue, but the 
cause continues to baffle doctors. 

“When I woke up from my surgery, 
I knew something wasn’t quite right,” 
explained the former special needs 
teacher. 

“Five weeks later I was paralysed 
down the left side of my body. 



“I’ve still had no diagnosis and 
have seen over 26 consultants. I’m 
not the sort of person to lie down 
and accept things and I will keep 
fighting.” 

But her recovery earlier this year 
saw her begin using crutches - defy¬ 
ing the doctors who believed she 
would never walk. 

Among those who joined Mrs Peace 



iMAGE: ©Jayanand Govindaraj|Dreamstime.com 


It's now even easier 
to find your dream 
property in France 

From a pied-a-terre in Paris to a farmhouse in the Dordogne, discover 
your perfect property today at your improved France Property Shop 


D d? El 


BETTER 
FASTER 
SIMPLER 


francepropertyshop.com PropertySliop 
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on the Sahara Desert challenge was 
her physiotherapist Richard Kendall 
and members of the David Lloyd 
Kings Hill gym in West Mailing who 
helped with her recovery. 

Mr Kendall, 31, has been working 
with Mrs Pearce numerous times a 
week after she became paralysed. 

He said: “It was tough but it was 
amazing. What we achieved as a 



team was unbelievable and I can’t 
praise Luisa enough for how she 
bounced back everyday during the trek. 

“It was harder for her physically as 
she changed from the wheelchair to 
her crutches, and at the end of the trip 
her hands were wrapped up like box¬ 
ing gloves with all the blisters and 
sores.” 

He added: “The first year after the 


surgery Luisa wasn’t able to walk and 
was restricted to her wheelchair. A 
lot of people would have just accept¬ 
ed, but Luisa has fought and has giv¬ 
en herself a choice to walk. At the 
gym I rarely see her in her wheel¬ 
chair, which is so rewarding to see. 

“She has managed to get to that 
point to show she can achieve and 
prove to disabled people you can do 



CLIMB: Brave fundraiser is helped to climb up the sand dune in the desert 


what you want to do with the right 
support behind you. 

“Getting to the top of that sand 
dune was really emotional and it’s a 
moment I will never forget.” 

Mrs Pearce’s son Christian Brooks, 
who is studying his A levels at Cran- 
brook School, said: “A few weeks after 
the operation, mum thought she 
couldn’t be trapped and needed to do 
something. 

“I could never feel more proud as 
her son and I can’t put into words 
what an inspirational human being 
she is. 

“When we reached the exact top of 
Erg Zahar, mum just collapsed into 
emotion.” 

So far, the seven-day challenge has 
raised £25,000 - half of the £50,000 
target which will go towards Free¬ 
dom for Wheels, a charity Mrs Pearce 


set up to help people in Kent cope 
with the cost of mobility equipment. 

She said: “I knew I wanted to raise 
money for a charity so I thought I 
needed to come up with a crazy idea. 

“Specialist equipment is extremely 
expensive, and when you’re disabled 
you’re basically told to stay indoors 
until you can afford a wheelchair. 

“I was in a fortunate enough posi¬ 
tion where I could afford my equip¬ 
ment, but the devastation of those 
who can’t must be huge.” 

She added: “I’ve been incredibly 
lucky to have an inspirational team 
behind my rehab that has allowed 
me to achieve the impossible and 
wish to offer, through this charity, 
the same opportunities and experi¬ 
ences to others.” 

■ To donate, visit the website www. 
freedomforwheels .co.uk. 
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Moscow 
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SieefUnf- 
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TUE 10 & WED 
JANUARY 
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12-SAT 
JANUARY 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


book online orchardtheatrexo.uk 
CALL 01322 220000 

% ^GrchardTh eatre £ /The Otch a rd Theatre 


MON 13-SAT IS FEBRUARY 


Early Adventures 

MON 20 - WED 22 FEBRUARY 
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Win! Tickets to castle 
Christmas market 

How better to get in the festive mood than a trip to Leeds 
Castle to enjoy a day of fun in such historic surroundings 



FESTIVE: Crowds at last year’s event near Maidstone 


T’S that time of year again, and 
how better to get in the festive 
mood than a trip to the Leeds 
Castle Christmas market. 

And, better still, you can at¬ 
tend for free by winning one of 
THREE family tickets we have up for 
grabs from the popular tourist 
destination. 

Not only will the tickets allow two 
adults and three children to visit the 
market - but also enjoy the castle for 
12 months too. 

The market is held on the Cedar 
Lawn overlooking the castle and of¬ 
fers seasonal gifts, toys, decorations, 
specialist food and drink and the 
chance for visitors to meet the rein¬ 
deer and the castle’s birds of prey. 

In the centre of the market are nos¬ 
talgic fairground attractions, children’s 
rides and a daily programme of live mu¬ 
sical entertainment. Take a ride on the 
Victorian carousel and the high flying 
‘chair-o-planes’ or take a leisurely trip 
on the big wheel for a spectacular view 
of the castle. Small additional charges 
apply for the rides. The market is open 
10am to 5pm on December 3/4,10/11, 
17/18 and 22/23. 


In addition this year, from Decem¬ 
ber 3 to January 2 there will be spe¬ 
cial Beatrix Potter-themed displays 
around the castle to delight young 
and old alike. 

And don’t worry if you don’t win, 
tickets will be available on the day. 

To be in with a chance of winning 
one of the sets of tickets up for 
grabs simply answer the following 
question. 

O. Which of the following was 
created by Beatrix Potter? 

A. Tintin 

B. Peter Rabbit 

C. Asterix the Gaul 


Terms and conditions: 

To enter text KENT followed by 
Market and your answer then your 
first name, surname and email ad¬ 
dress to 63333, e.g. KENTMarket C 
JOHN SMITH johnsmith@email, 
com. Texts cost 50p plus standard 
network rates. 

Winners will be selected from all 
correct entries. The promoter’s deci¬ 
sion is final. Usual terms and condi¬ 
tions apply. 

Entries received after the closing 
date will not be counted, but you 
may still be charged. Alternatively 
enter by post to Leeds Castle Christ¬ 


mas Market Competition, Archant 
KOS Media, Kent House, Station 
Road, Ashford, Kent TN23 1PP, in¬ 
cluding your name, address, post¬ 
code and contact telephone number. 
Closing date is midnight, November 
29, 2016. 

By entering this competition you 
will automatically be subscribed to 
receive news and offers from Arch¬ 


ant. If you do not wish to receive de¬ 
tails of any other products or servic¬ 
es, please text EXIT at the end of 
your message. Service Provider: 
JMedia UK Limited, SW4 7BX. Tel: 
0207 720 7130. 

Leeds Castle tickets are valid for 
12 months from the date printed on 
the ticket, excluding special ticketed 
events. 





PUBLIC 

LECTURES 


2016 


AT CANTERBURY CHRIST CHURCH UNIVERSITY 


Book your place at our FREE public lectures, part of our exciting 
programme of talks by high profile and engaging speakers 


DAVID LOUGH 

Historian and author 



fil* 

• I 11 


No More Champagne: British Prime Ministers 
and their money, from Walpole to Churchill 

TUESDAY 22 NOVEMBER, 6pm 
OLD SESSIONS HOUSE, CANTERBURY 


I Find out more and book your place at 
I our free public lectures 

I www.canterbury.ac.uk/ 

| publiclectures 





Canterbury 
Christ Church 

University 



The Fireplace 

A Family Run Business 

Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 



6 THE 
FIREPLACE 


Visit Our Showroom 

2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 
Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 3TD 
Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 
www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 
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Commuters' shock at luxury train 



DIFFERENCE: Travellers are normally more used to cramped conditions - but on Thursday they got a surprise 


By Neil Lancefield 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


C OMMUTERS are normally 
just grateful to get a seat. 
But on Thursday morning 
dozens were treated to lux¬ 
ury when a rail firm 
swapped their regular carriages for a 
first class experience. 

Travellers arriving in Ashford to 
catch the 7am London service found 
many offered an upgrade by South¬ 
eastern and got to ride in a vintage 
Belmond British Pullman train on 
platform six. 

Travel firm Belmond said it laid 
on the service to remind people 
“just how wonderful train travel can 
be”. 

After taking their seats in the spa¬ 
cious carriages, some of which date 
back to the 1920s, the passengers 
were served a three-course breakfast 
and entertained by a vocal harmony 
group. 

The train, the sister of the Venice 
Simplon-Orient Express, is normally 
used to whisk leisure travellers away 
on trips to historic cities, major sport¬ 
ing fixtures and special events, such 
as afternoon tea hosted by TV’s Mary 
Berry. 

But Belmond chartered it to treat 
commuters on a 90-minute journey 
passing through Charing, Maidstone, 
Otford and Swanley to London 
Victoria. 

There was a lively atmosphere on 
board as passengers made the most of 


the experience, with conditions vast¬ 
ly different from those on many regu¬ 
lar rush-hour services. 

Latest Department for Transport 
figures show that 30 per cent of trav¬ 
ellers were forced to stand because 
there were not enough seats on trains 
in and out of Victoria during the 
morning rush-hour on a typical au¬ 
tumn weekday last year - up from 25 
per cent in 2011. 


The travellers who took the special 
train from Ashford International 
were a combination of people recruit¬ 
ed on the day and those who had reg¬ 
istered for a surprise journey after 
seeing a social media campaign run 
by Belmond. 

Tamsin Crook, 41, was among 
those who arrived at Ashford expect¬ 
ing to catch her usual train to work. 

“I turn up every day, stand in the 


same spot and wait for the same 
train,” she said. 

“The standard experience is fight 
for a seat and then put your head 
down and read. 

“Here it’s like something out of 
an amazing film. It’s opulent. It feels 
like we’re going on holiday, not to 
work.” 

She added: “It’s a once-in-a-lifetime 
chance.” 



UPGRADE: First class service to 
remind travellers on joy or trains 


SPECIAL OF 
THE WEEK 

The Faro 

fire surround back 
panel & hearth 

JUST £639! 

(fire not included) 



The Celsi Fire 

Colour-changing, 
remote control, 
wall-mounted 
electric fire 


WAS £449 

NOW £380! 



Order your fire in 
time for Christmas! 

Morris & Turner 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE 
SHOWROOM 

• •• 

Bespoke made to measure fireplaces 
with a wide choice of finishes. 

Visit our showroom today for some 
friendly advice and quality service. 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

01634 813813 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
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FAVERSHAM+KENT 

Throwley ME13 OHH 

Sunday 27th November 
10:00 - 3:00 

* Free Admission! 


COOLINGS 


Rushmore HILL, Knockholt 
TN14 7NN 

Fri-Sun 2nd-4th December 
L 10:00-4:30 

fi* Free Admission! ^ 


* 

W*V. \ 

ax 


Keep it Local Craft 
Shows are well 
known for their 
quality and 
welcome. 
Everything is 
handmade in the 
South East of 
England - there's no 
tat and no traders! 
Wrap up warm, at 
Belmont we're in 
part of the house and 
heated marquees, at 
Coolings we're in a 
huge, light 
glasshouse. Come 
along, soak up the 
atmosphere and see 
what very special 
gifts are on offer! 
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PURE WEDDINGS GUIDE 


eak the 'rules' and clash outfits 



W HEN it comes to 

getting dressed up 
for a wedding, 
there are so many 
‘rules’ to follow 

that most end up being a sea of men 
in boring grey suits and women in 
humdrum floral frocks. 

But unless you’re at an ultra-con¬ 
servative church do, most of this 
so-called protocol is outdated, and 
actually, pushing the boundaries can 
pay off style-wise, helping you stand 
out from the play-it-safe crowd. 

Here’s how to (tastefully) break the 
rules this wedding season... 

Be the black sheep 
The rule: Don’t wear black 
If your everyday wardrobe consists 
of black, black and more black, don’t 
think you have to abandon your 
go-to hue for someone else’s big day 
- but remember that wearing it 
head-to-toe in a church is going to 
look decidedly funereal. 

Instead, look for a dress that 
breaks up the expanse of black with a 
print or texture - lace is ideal - and 
add intensely coloured accessories to 
lift the look. 

Or go for black alongside another 
bold colour, such as a bright pink or 
blue. This enables you to wear black 


and add a little bit more pizzazz to it. 


Flash a little flesh 

The rule: Never wear a crop top 

The crucial word here is little: a 
V-neck halter crop top and mini skirt 
are going to attract stares for all the 
wrong reasons, but a tiny sliver of 
midriff is acceptable. 

That sliver shouldn’t include your 
belly button, however - pair 
high-waisted trousers, a pencil or 
full prom skirt (no shorter than 
knee-length) with a crop top in a 
structured fabric, like jacquard. 

There are lots of matching co-ords 
in the shops at the moment that are 
the perfect proportions, thereby 
taking out the suitability guesswork. 


Be red-y for anything 

The rule: Don’t wear red 

Red used to signify vampish and 
vulgar, but as long as you don’t turn 
up in a thigh-slit Jessica Rabbit-esque 
number, you needn’t worry. 

A pretty red lace or modern 
minimalist dress is totally wedding- 
appropriate, especially when teamed 
with more traditional floral foot¬ 
wear. It’s all about balance. 

Many brides are even using red as 
the colour for their bridesmaid 


dresses. So if it’s acceptable for them, 
it should be acceptable for you. 


Play your strong suit 

The rule: It has to be a dress 
‘I’ve got to get a dress for a 


wedding’, we so often whine, but 
why not use the occasion to step out 
of your comfort zone and try a suit? 

Tailoring is having a huge fashion 
moment, so the shops are full of 
gorgeous floral and pastel two-pieces 


that you can jazz up with jewellery 
and heels. 

The other advantage of a suit is 
that you’ll get more post-wedding 
wear out of the separates, unlike the 
glitzy gowns that mostly hang 



Your wedding day at 


g Oakwood House 




A grand Victorian mansion set in private tree lined gardens offering experienced staff, elegant rooms, 
exquisite menus and guest accommodation 

Oakwood House is simply the ideal venue for your wedding. 


A dedicated team of Wedding Coordinators to help you 
plan your dream day 

Inclusive Wedding Packages to ease your planning 
Ceremony and reception suites available for intimate and 
large parties of up to 230 guests 

..for weddings as individual as you 


Fresh local produce, fine wines and full bar facilities 
40 stylish and contemporary bedrooms are available for 
you and your guests 

Stunning gardens with fantastic photographic 
opportunities 


New Wedding Packages for 2017/2018 - enquire now or visit us to find out more 


Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AE 
t: 01622 620720 e: info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk w: oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk 
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unworn in our wardrobes for months 
(years, even) after the big day. 


Wave the white flag 

The rule: Don’t wear white 
It’s the most contentious etiquette 


question of all: is it ever OK for a 
guest to wear white to a wedding? 

Modern manners dictate that you 
can, but with caution. 

The key is that it can’t look bridal 
in any way, so steer well clear of 


frothy all-white looks, in favour of 
sharp modern cuts and prints. 

Use the 50/50 rule (no more than 
half of the outfit should be white), 
and make sure you include a bright 
jacket or scarf in the mix. 




Old Lighthouse 

Dtingmtft, km 


Climb the tower for panoramic 
aspects over the English Channel 
and surrounding countryside. 

Learn how a lighthouse works and 
about the men who used to operate it. 

View the Great Lens and 
the Sector Light. 

Reward yourself or your family with 
a certificate of a successful ascent. 


Adult: £4.00 Child: £2.5(T 
Student: £3.50 
Concession: £3.50 
Family Ticket for £12:00 
2 adults and up to 4 children 
(strictly under 16) 

Under 5's go free 


Open Bank Holidays and throughout summer - call for details or 
see live news at www.dungenesslighthouse.com 

The Perfect Wedding Venue 

The Old Lighthouse, Dungeness, Romney Marsh, Kent TN29 9NB 
Tel: 01797321300 | email: info@dungenesslighthouse.co.uk 


rKTiTTTTsa 


Wide range of fabrics in 
numerous colours suitable 
for bride, bridesmaids & 

Mother of the Bride 

01322 380480 

www.michaelsbridalfabrics.c^ 



WEDDINGS 

at 

North Foreland 
Golf Club 
Be q adstolrs 



ALL INCLUSIVE WEDDING PACKAGE - E49VS 

* Ufa al Tha Lighhhouie BraiiBiw loi wadding 
buoah Tgil gwdi iMiimum) 

* lit* el The Notlfteirn* lot to* everting lecap’llen 
4 1D0 girvili mo pimum) 

- Bucks Flu. Ptvnms pt mulled wine with canapes on 
arrival 

■ Three eeuue wedding bt#aklat1 uivnd wflli 

collrc and rnlnli 

■ I wo glaum ol wins per gueit 

■ Sparing win# for loart 


Call Nicola an 

0164a fi6214Q 

Or 

www.noflitfDreland c o. uk 


* Evening linger bvttel to* up 1e 100 flueift 
» 0 j 

■ Chak eav*n 
» Dedicated Wedding Cc-wd-nalor 

* Dlicoenl to* Wen day - Ttiunday wnddlngi “ J 
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by the sea 


Enjoy your special day & have your 
wedding ceremony by the sea 


Thorley Taverns have dedicated & experienced 
people in place to guide you through all of the 
necessary arrangements ensuring your 
Wedding Day is tailored to your dreams. 

Call your venue of choice for more details 
or visit www.thanetweddingvenues.co.uk 

The Pavillion, Harbour Street, Broadstairs 

01843 600 999 

www. pa vi 11 ion-broadsta irs.co.uk 

The Peqwell Bay Hotel, Peqwell Road, Ramsqate 

01843 599 590 

www.pegwellbayhotel.co.uk 

The Oak Hotel, Harbour Parade, Ramsgate 

01843 583 686 

www.oakhotel.co.uk 


THORLEY TAVERN S 

www.thaneweddingvenues.co.uk 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 










































PURE WEDDINGS GUIDE 




T AKING a grand tour round 
the sparkling wine regions 
of the world will inevitably 
lead you to plenty of bril¬ 
liant bubbles to pop along 

the way. 

Here are some bright sparks from a 
cross section of our favourite styles... 

Cava to count on: Offering fruity 
drinking pleasure that achieves a 
lovely balance between freshness and 
crisp acidity, Marques Del Norte Vin¬ 
tage Cava Brut 2014, Spain (£7, Asda) 
comes with the stamp of approval 
from the International Wine Chal¬ 
lenge (IWC) where it won a silver 
medal. Dry, delicious and lots of fun. 

New kiwi in town: If you love the 
delicate sweetness of prosecco and 
can’t resist a glass of pinot grigio, 
then you’ll be attracted to this fruity 
fizz made from pinot grigio grapes. 
Try Shorn Fizz, New Zealand (£8.75, 
Oddbins) which has pretty notes of 
pear and yellow apple and a refresh¬ 
ing, soft mousse. 

Ace Apreitivo: TTD Prosecco 
Conegliano Superiore Brut 2015, Ita¬ 
ly (£10, Sainsbury’s) is one of the best 
own label proseccos and more than 
delivers with its appealing creamy 
mousse, honeysuckle notes and apri¬ 
cot and white peach flavours. 


o eave 





aove 



FRUITY: Try 

Shorn Fizz, New 
Zealand (£8.75, 
Oddbins) for a 
pear and apple 
flavour. 



300 Itr 

Aquarium 
only £595 


www.littlefisl 


V' 


Aquariums and aquatic accessories 


Online 


We specialise in providing many types of marine, pond, 
cold water and tropical fish to fill your aquarium, as well 
as fish tanks to help you grow your collection. 


For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine • Tropical 

• Coldwater# Ponds 

• Aquariums • Pond Plants 

• Glass Fibre Ponds • Pumps 

• Liners and much more 


Also now available 

• Chicken Coops 

• Rabbit/Guinea Pig 
Hutches & Runs 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk | 42 London Road | Teynham | ME9 9QN 01795 520023 | www.littlefishshop.co.uk 

Open Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4 


Juwel 

Aquarium wit 
Free cabinet 
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ps for the wedding day 


M 


ANY of us find our¬ 
selves saying, “I do” to 
a big bill after a season 
of weddings. 

The cost of the big 
day can soon add up. Guests can ex¬ 
pect to pay nearly £500, while brides¬ 
maids and ushers can find themselves 
spending more than £1,000, accord¬ 
ing to research among 2,000 people. 

Here are some tips from American 
Express to keep the cost down: 

Personal touch: If your gift budg¬ 
et is limited, consider giving a present 
that has a personal touch. Video com¬ 
pilations or framed photo montages 
can be very meaningful. 

Plan ahead: When gift lists are 
sent to guests, ensure you’re one of 
the earlier purchasers. For those us¬ 
ing registers, getting in early can 
mean picking and choosing reasona¬ 
ble gifts that suit your budget. 

Get renting: It’s always fun to 
have something new to wear for a 
wedding, but this can get expensive. 
Consider hiring a dress or suit for the 
weekend. 

Use your tech: If you only need a 
ride from the station to the reception, 
consider using taxi apps instead of 
hiring a car. Don’t forget to cut costs 
by car sharing with other guests. 



PRICEY: Wed 

dings can be 
expensive for 
not just the bride 
and groom but 
also their fami¬ 
lies, guests, and 
wedding party. 


(Robert James JexveCCers & 

<EST: 1985 



Specialists in bespoke wedding rings, 
handmade jewellety. remodelling and repairs. 
Robert is a fully qualified goldsmith with a 
workshop built within the premises. 

This bespoke service allows you to have full 
control from the initial design to the 
finished product. 


Tel: 01689 832 628 

Email: ] iifo@ rj jewel I .crs, cc5.uk 

Web; Rjje we I lers. co.uk 


31 Chatsworth Parade, Queensway, PettsWood* Kent. 3R? IDE 
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HONEYMOON SUITES 
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Your guide to meeting 
Santa this Christmas 

Telling Santa your wish list for Christmas is the best way to start the festive 
season, so here is a selection of just some of the grottos to choose from... 


Christmas comes to Bouverie Place 

Santa comes to Folkestone and will take up 
residence in his log cabin on Saturday, 
November 26. 

Come and see the ‘old chap’ for a contribu¬ 
tion to charity. 

Fie will be here between 10am-4pm every 
Saturday and Sunday as well as every day 
from December 19 to 23 inclusive and 
every child who leaves a letter for Santa, 
will get a reply. 

There will be a whole host of elves enter¬ 


taining kids queuing, so it’s sure to be a great 
trip out for the entire family, adults too. 

Don’t forget, all contributions will go to 
charity ARRCC inspirational care services. 
You can read more about the charity here: 
www.arrcc.org/ 

Address: Bouverie Place Shopping Centre, 
20 Alexandra Gardens, Folkestone, Kent, 
CT20 1AU. 

Visit www.mybouverieplace.co.uk or call 
01303 248102 for more information or to 
book tickets. 


Santa's Grotto at Royal Victoria Place 

Open every day from November 18 until 
Christmas Eve, let your little ones experience 
the true magic of Christmas with a visit to meet 
Santa at Royal Victoria Place. 

Entry to Santa’s grotto is only £5 per child 
including a luxury wrapped gift. 

To capture the special moment, a photogra¬ 
phy service will also be available offering great 
gift ideas for family and friends. 

Santa’s grotto is located on level 1 of the 
shopping centre opposite Marks & Spencers, 


and will be open from 5pm until 8pm everyday. 

It’s advised to arrive early each day because 
every year there’s a high demand for visits to 
Santa, who this year made his entrance to the 
shopping centre with some help from his Snow 
White pantomime friends, Sue Pollard and 
Jamie Rickers. 

Address: Royal Victoria Place, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, TNI 2SS. 

Visit www.royalvictoriaplace.com or call 
01892 514141 for more information and to 
book tickets. 



The Reindeer Centre Christmas Grotto 

Make your Christmas magical, for old and 
young alike, with your own special encounter 
with Father Christmas at the Reindeer Centre 
Christmas Grotto. 

All children can meet real reindeer before 
they deliver the presents, and walk through 
our 150ft animated grotto with seven different 
scenes leading to Santa in his toy-filled grotto, 
with a special gift just for you. 

You can watch Santa’s elves all helping to 
make you Christmas special. Plus much more 

32 Week ending November 20,2016 


including meet our herd of reindeer, farm 
animals and reptiles. 

Kids can also enjoy our bale ballpit, 
snowplay, elf funtime, bouncy castle, gift shop, 
and fight refreshments. 

Open daily from November 12 until 
December 24. 

Address: Reindeer Centre, Bethersden, 
Ashford, Kent. TN26 3EQ. 

Visit www.reindeercentre.co.uk or call 
01233 820545 for more information or to 
book tickets. 



The Three Horseshoes 

Santa’s grotto is coming to the Thee Horse¬ 
shoes in Hernhill on December 22; bring the 
kids to see Santa and his elves for a fun and 
festive evening. 

All children will receive a present from Santa 
and all visits are followed by carol singing and 
a tea party in the pub afterwards. 

Spaces are limited and booking early is 
essential as last year was fully booked. 

Tickets are £5 per child. Contact Buster or 
North & West 


Charlotte for tickets. 

The Three horseshoes will also be holding a 
range of live entertainment throughout 
December. 

Kick Starting this year’s festive events is the 
ever popular annual Christmas karaoke night 
on the December 3. 

Address: Staple St, Hernhill, Faversham, 

ME13 9UA. 

Call 01227 750842 for more information or to 
book tickets. 
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BRIGHT: Festive decorations will be going up all across the county in the coming weeks 
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stmas iQhts switch ons 


X Factor stars, and panto favourites are just some of the celebs switching on... 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


C HRISTMAS light switch 
ons herald the festive 
season and what better 
way to start your cele¬ 
brations than to watch 
your local lights turn on. 

This guide tells you who will be 
turning the lights on near you, and 
when: 


In Tonbridge stars from the Angel 
Centre pantomime Cinderella will 
be switching on the lights on 
November 25. There will be music 
until 6pm followed by a firework 
finale over the castle. 

The mayor of Sevenoaks, Cllr 
Stephen Arnold will turn on the 
lights on November 25 from 6pm. 
Following this there will be carol 
singing with pantomime stars, 
before Frozen’s Elsa and Olaf sing 
and perform. 


Scrat from Ice Age will switch the 
Christmas lights on in Gillingham 
from 3.45pm on November 25. 
Enjoy the family entertainment 
with Heart’s Becky Ives. There will 
also be choir singing, competitions 
and prizes, and dance groups. 


The Gruffalo will take to the stage 
in Rainham to turn the lights on 
from 3.45pm on December 2. 
Enjoy the family entertainment in 
the form of choir singing, competi¬ 
tions and prizes, and dance groups 
with Heart’s James Hemming. 


The mayor of Tenter den, Cllr 
Pamela Smith will switch on the 
lights on November 26 from 
3.30pm. There will be mulled wine 
available to purchase at the 
Tenterden Rotary Club stall outside 
the Town Hall. 


Representatives from the parade, 
chosen by a draw will be doing the 
switching on honours this year in 
Sandwich on November 26 from 
3pm. There will be festive stalls, 
music, and street entertainment as 
well as a lantern-lit parade around 
the town in early evening. 

An annual Santa run will take 
place in Sheerness before the 
Christmas lights parade and switch 
on, on November 26 from 2pm. 

Father Christmas will take to the 
stage in Westerham on November 
24 from 6pm to turn the Christmas 
lights on. There will be a festive 
fare, street and food stalls, historic 
church’s Festival of Christmas 
Trees, children’s entertainment, 
and singing by Churchill School 
and Westerham Local Vocals. 


The lights will turn on from 
November 20 between 12pm - 5pm 
in West Mailing. There will be 
Santa’s grotto, an ice rink, 
reindeer, and trampolines, as well 
as a children’s balloon race. 

In Paddock Wood pantomime 
stars and X Factor group Yes Lad 
will be switching the lights on, on 
November 27 from 2pm. 

Dover’s Christmas lights will turn 
on from December 3. There will be 
craft stalls, Christmas workshops, 
and an ice rink in the town. The 
switch on will take place at 5pm in 
the Market Square. 

Ramsgate’s lights will go on from 
November 27 at 4.30pm. There 
will be a Santa’s Grotto, live 
entertainment, and a craft fair. 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


VW 

'10 


l/r 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

follow the simple instructions. You will 

also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

To REPLY BY TEXT: 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.mydate24.co.uk 


On-line dating is 


visit 


s FREE to register ; try it today 

www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company’s access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


CAROL, mid 50s lady, young at 
heart, attractive and sexy (so I’m 
told)! Give me a call if you are a 
gent with GSOH. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424783 0 

JANE, young 41, very broad¬ 
minded seeks chap any age for 
discreet no strings fun, any age, 
no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 
0906 515 3008 Box: 409715 
JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady 
who is lots of fun seeks like- 
minded gent for nights in, days 
out and much much more Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424491 | 

KERRY, 35yrs, married in open 
relationship, attractive, tall, slim 
and very presentable. Seeks 
discreet gent any age for casual 
pleasurable encounters. Tel: 
0906 515 3040 Box 422363 
SARAH, mature feminine lady, 
kind caring but still has a sensual 
side, hoping to meet like minded, 
confident, non smoking gent 
with GSOH, looks unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424777 0 

ATTRACTIVE lady, brunette, 70, 
slim, sophisticated, size 10, kind 
of like Helen Mirren as a 
brunette, lives near Tunbridge 
Wells, WLTM a genuine, 
hopefully family oriented 
gentleman, for genuine 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424877 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well edu¬ 
cated brunette seeks no strings 
mutual pleasure with gent 40+ 
Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3000 Box 419673 


JEAN, mature lady, genuine with 
many hobbies, slim, blonde and 
attractive. WLTM interesting 
gent with GSOH, must be 
cheerful, looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424675 0 

HI GENTS, I’m Kelly, a down to 
earth lady, 35yrs, shapely 
brunette, seeking someone 
with GSOH, looks unimportant, 
any age. ACA, I promise! Tel: 
0906 515 3024 Box 423035 
SUE, outgoing lady, enjoys life, 
likes meals, holidays, WLTM 
mature gentleman to share 
interests and spend quality time 
together. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424669 
TARA, 35yrs, own business, 
well educated dark haired curvy 
lady. Independent with no ties 
seeks “normal” chap for mutual 
pleasure. Tel: 0906 515 3032 
Box 424385 

HELEN, mid 50s naughty lady 
seeks some fun times with gent 
any age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424493 0 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3016 
Box:413399 

MARY, professional mature lady, 
loves life, very sociable and fun, 
seeks gent for good 
conversation and happy times. 
All calls and texts answered. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424775 0 

EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3020 Box 421375 


NAUGHTY curvy 46yr old lady, 
outgoing and bubbly with a 
naughty side and lots of banter, 
WLTM chap 30+. If you are mar¬ 
ried even better. ACA. Tel: 0906 
515 3012 Box 424543 
CLARE, 41, attractive, lovely eyes, 
nice figure, smoker, likes beach 
walks, socialising, occasional gigs, 
WLTM a nice gent, any age over 
40, for wining and dining, to be my 
soul mate. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424595 0 
SANDRA, smart, sophisticated 
lady, young looking 60s, genuine 
and kind, seeks gent with GSOH, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424671 0 


RAPID 

MATCI 


3 * 


Simply tell us your age and 
location and we will match 
you immediately! 

|text[H!B to [:M?£I»J 

or call 0906500 5757 


0906calk(1.5SperminpluiyMir phene 
company 1 ! access charge 89990 cost £ 150 
per msg. To STOP tent stop to 89990 
Service provided by JMediaUK Ltd 
RH16 3EG For Help call 0207 720 7130 


WIDOW, 62, short, looking for 
friendship at present, interested? 
Ha ha got to phone to find out 
more! Call Jan. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424195 0 
RETIRED lady, an outgoing 
person, enjoys life, likes meals out, 
holidays, WLTM someone to share 
interests with, and quality time. 
Text only Mailbox: 555264 
NICE female looking for decent 
genuine male for friendship to start 
out with. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4710874 

HI I’m Angie, attractive petite mid 
50s lady. I’m a very very active 
lady, with lots of interests. WLTM 
chap with GSOH, looks/age 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424333 0 
HELLO Gents, I'm a mature 
attractive interesting lady, with 
gorgeous eyes. I’m smart, 
sophisticated, love theatre and 
films. Give me a call or text me. 
Looks unimportant, must be kind. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 424331 0 


WIDOW, 70s, brown hair and eyes, 
likes walking, pub lunches, places 
of interest, good company and lots 
more, seeking a kind genuine 
male, a n/s, 70-80. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 423359 
GENUINE ladyT67, slim, GSOH, 

caring, honest, active, likes most 
things in life, days out, countryside, 
animals, long walks, visiting 
interesting places, cooking and 
holidays, WLTM a caring, honest 
male with GSOH, 67-73, with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 423289 
LESLEY, 66, retired beauty 
therapist, blonde hair, blue eyes, 
size 14, likes going out, travelling, 
holidays, arts, looking for a nice 
guy, 57-67, would be great to get a 
reply. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:424147 

SINGLE lady, 65, blonde, quiet 
nature, likes the outdoors, picnics, 
jiving, WLTM single gentleman for 
companionship and possible 
romance. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 423411 0 



JUST STRAIGHT FORWARD 
AND SIMPLE DATING. 

IT'S NEVER BEEN EASIER! 

mum _ 

Ml mcs!ai«£1 .SO. \tc i!0 J fc 809SO to exit at any we Mnrum ’ ntooaoos meat* oort 
tow? ecrtaei dettte car bt enffiangsd Tks server Is nd ay^pJ1er^)Me^a1K^ waasfcs are iwcendM 
tohr,T??l5«r.«e*usws Non»rtngocant*gi«a/H»sd If arshine a tiiMlngbe juretc chosoa pjtfc: 
space and do not are personal feta is to peorte vou hove not mef Serve* ptvioed by Nc Goats Lid 
Help: 0207720 7130w enrnt suppolgimecteMtiit 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


PRESENTABLE divorced lady, 
young 60, many interests, animal 
lover, seeks outgoing, cheerful, 
honest, smart looking man, for 
cultural times. Text only Mailbox: 
5576629 0 

WENDY, 44yrs, dark haired beauty 
with blue eyes and a fab figure. 
WLTM gent any age, give me a call 
and I promise to call you back, or 
text/email. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424339 0 
MELANIE, 49yrs, varied interests, 
attractive, sensual lady seeks gent 
any age or status, call, see what 
happens. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424337 0 
CALLING all Gentlemen! Pm 

Janet a mature solvent stylish lady, 
I’m waiting for you to call me so we 
can wine/dine and have some 
good times ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424335 0 
CORRINE, genuine advertiser 
seeking adult fun, no time wasters 
pis. I will respond to all msas. Text 
Only. Mailbox: 4035196 0 
JULIE, 53yrs, tall slim dark haired 
lady, sociable and fun loving. New 
to the area so WLTM men friends 
for fun, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424497 0 
PHILIPPA, feminine open minded 
lady seeking adult fun, genuine 
responses only pis, no time- 
wasters. Text Only: Mailbox: 
4030610 0 

ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks male 
companion for nights out, dining, 
maybe more. ACA or text me. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424495 0 

OCTAVIA, black seductress, 
53yrs, waiting to meet you. Pis text 
me today. Text Only. Mailbox: 
4090520 0 


Men Seeking 

mydate24l 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


MARTIN trustworthy, warm 
hearted, loving, reliable male, 45, 
6ft, medium build, young at heart, 
GSOH, seeks female, 50-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424681 0 
MARK 48, slim, fit, GSOH, looking 
for loyal partner for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424679 0 
CARING 55yr old male, widower, 
6ft 3ins, WLTM lady, 40-55 for fun 
and laughter, maybe happy ever 
after. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:424677 0 

COLIN, 56, 6ft, medium build, 
clean and tidy with a tidy beard, I’m 
after some TLC with no strings 
adult fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422359 0 
HELLO my name is Paul, 43, 5ft9, 
from Sittingbourne in Kent, looking 
for someone to have some fun with 
and see where it goes! Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 422905 0 
NICK, mature male, builder, 
tattoos, plenty of money, looking for 
discreet meets, no stings in the 
Kent area. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424787 0 
RETIRED, intelligent, Broadstairs 
widower, GSOH, medium height 
and build, seeks slim lady for 
friendship and companionship 
initially. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424697 

59YR old male, likes country walks, 
pub lunches, seeks lady for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424685 0 
MALE 50 seeks mature, home 
loving lady, 60 plus who enjoys 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424683 0 


JOHN, 70, widower, lives in 
Broadstairs, Kent, slim, fit, active, 
young at heart, kind, caring and 
loving, likes country/beach walks, 
holidays, days out, theatre, eating 
out, music, animals, WLTM slim, 
attractive lady, to share interests 
and nice times together. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424043 
LIVELY old boy, OHAC, near sea 
in Folkestone, into red wine, garlic 
and Radio 3, seeks lady 

companion/lover, 58-68 yo. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422621 0 

GENTLEMAN, 76yrs old, clean- 
shaven with a good head of hair 
and a smart dresser, hoping to 
meet lady for 

friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423645 
VINCENT 48, 6ft, well built, seeks 
lady for fun nights in and out. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
377397 

ANDY, tall attractive male, looking 
for a naughty female, for fun with 
no strings attached. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424295 0 
MALE, 52, quiet nature, likes 
coastal walks, cinema, reading, 
WLTM lady for friendship and 
maybe romance. East Kent area. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424211 

RICHARD, 64, n/s, from Kent, 
medium build, clean shaven, likes 
classic cars, days out, meals out, 
boot fares, most things, would like 
to meet a lady for company and to 
share each others interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424207 0 


DAVE 

genuine guy, 6ft, 
black hair, blue 
eyes, medium build, 
likes sports, gardening, 
music, seeks female with 
GSOH and genuine. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 388372 
HAPPY go lucky divorced man, 
48, 6ft, well built, seeks gorgeous 
female to share love and laughs 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:383719 

TONY black male, 58, 5ft6, med 
build, n/s, seeking a local mature 
fun loving female 40/75 in the 
Chatham/Gillingham area for 
discreet fun. Text only Mailbox: 
5459052 

BARRY 47, 6ft, well built, seeks 
female for wining, dining and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 361787 
TALL single early 60’s male 
looking for pure hearted lady for 
LTR. Text only Mailbox: 
5496781 

GARY 48, 6ft, well-built, dark 
hair, brown eyes, seeks 
passionate female for fun times 
in and out. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387175 
MALE, widower, n/s, would love 
to meet buxom friendly lady, up to 
70, for friendship at first, interests 
include all types of music, 
walking, quizzes. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 422957 
HELLO my name is Paul, 43, 
5ft9, from Sittingbourne in Kent, 
looking for someone to have 
some fun with and see where it 
goes! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422905 0 
LOCAL Sevenoaks man, seeks 
local lady for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417127 
BRIAN, 6ft3, fit, bit grey but 
genuine and kind, looking for a 
naughty female, for no strings 
adult fun, if you’re interested 
please get back to me, ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423483 

MALE, ~53, 5ft6, single^ 

hardworking, looking for 
slim/small lady, 40-56. 
Maidstone, Kent. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 423363 0 
OUTGOING male, seeking 
attractive female, likes sports, 
music, cinema and nights out. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414793 

ANDREW, 50, slim to medium 
build, lives in Ashford/Kent area, 
WLTM a women, 40-70, for 
discreet fun, would be great to 
hear from you so get back to find 
out more! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 423271 | 

GARY, 53, caring, likes snooker, 
bowls, looking for a nice woman 
to meet and fall in love with. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423145 0 

EDWARD, 77, looking for a 
companion South East area of 
Kent, for holidays, days out, 
social events, and lots more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423039 0 



WRITER, 

tall, slim, 
fit, natural 
dark hair, 
generous, 
seeks lady for 
erotic rendezvous, I will 
make it worth your while! Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422777 0 

PHILLIP, 66, into farming and 
country life, looking for a loyal, 
genuine lady, someone I can 
trust, to go on holidays with and 
spend time together. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

422699 0 

TONY, early 60s, 6ft, slim, fit, 
easy going, looking for no strings 
fun with a lady, age unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422643 0 

49YR old male, 6ft, well built, 
seeks female to wine/dine and 
have fun with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390929 
SUGAR Daddy available! 
Mature, tall, slim, natural dark 
hair, seeks lady, age unimportant. 
Not afraid of commitment. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


PAUL 49 \^H 

5ft 8ins likes 

eating/nights Nt'..- ] 

in/out seeks loving 
female for LTR. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

404013 



48YR old divorced male, 6ft, well 
built, seeks lady for fun and 
laughter. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 380789 



*EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

HOIK* rosts £1.50 per message To STOP text 
stop to 80098. Service provided by JMedlapK 
Ltd, RH161FG Need Help? Call 0207 720130 


PAUL 52, seeks loving female for 
exciting times, meals out, 
weekends away, cosy nights in. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418077 0 

MIKE, 64, outgoing person, 
enjoys life, likes sport, cricket, 
nice meals out, holidays, WLTM 
someone to share interests and 
quality time. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422329 
HANDSOME male, mid 40s, dark 
hair, hazel eyes, wishes to meet 
appropriate female for fun, 
friendship and perhaps more, 
please get in touch if interested. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422587 0 


WOULD Mick from Maidenhead 
get in touch with John from 
Northampton - lost your number. 
Text only Mailbox: 4172093 0 
HI I'm Andrew, 5'9, slim longish 
hair WLTM men aged 55-80 for 
daytime fun. Bi-curio. Sittingbourne 
Text only Mailbox: 5469911 0 
ALAN, 68, gay man seeking a 
man, 65-75, for fun and maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:424885 0 

SIMON, 29yrs, gay curious, seek¬ 
ing older gent for new experi¬ 
ences, must be discreet as I live at 
home. Text Only: Mailbox: 
4196422 0 

Friends 

FEMALE seeking genuine straight 
female for daytrips, out to meet 
socially for lunch/coffee. Text only 
to Mailbox No:4748240 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


a Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 14/11/16 
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Theatre icon Marti Webb joins 
stage play La Cage Aux Folles 


Burt Bacharach celebration 


BACK to Bacharach a celebra¬ 
tion of Burt Bacharach’s music 
is coming to Folkestone’s Leas 
Cliff Hall on November 25. 

A percentage of ticket sales 
go to Breast Cancer Now. 

Visit, ticketmaster.co.uk. 



By Emily King 

emily.king@archant.co.uk 


A ward-winning 

star Marti Webb will 
be joining the cast of 
La Cage Aux Folles, 
alongside the previ¬ 
ously announced John Partridge 
and Adrian Zmed in Dartford. 

Based on the 1973 French play 
of the same name by Jean Poiret, 
La Cage Aux Folles follows the sto¬ 
ry of Georges, the manager of a 
Saint Tropez nightclub, and his 
partner, Albin, a drag artiste and 
the club’s star attraction. 

They live an idyllic existence in 
the south of France but behind the 
curtains of this sparkling extrava¬ 
ganza, all may be about to change 
when Georges’ son Jean-Michel 
announces his engagement to the 
daughter of a right-wing politician 
determined to close down the local 
colourful night-life. Drama and hi¬ 
larity ensue when a meeting of the 
parents forces them to cover up 
their vibrant lifestyle. 

TV star and recording artist 
Marti Webb will play Jacqueline, 
friend to Albin and Georges, and 
owner of the restaurant Chez Jac¬ 
queline. 


Ms Webb has played leading roles 
in numerous West End and touring 
musicals including Evita, Godspell, 
Thoroughly Modern Millie, Blood 
Brothers, Oliver, Oklahoma, 42nd 
Street, and Half-a-Sixpence. 

John Partridge will play the icon¬ 
ic role of Albin. Mr Partridge’s the¬ 
atre credits include the West End 
productions of A Chorus Line at the 
London Palladium, Cats, Starlight 
Express and Chicago. He is also 
well known for playing the Chris¬ 
tian Clarke in BBC’s EastEnders 
and as a judge on TV’s Over The 
Rainbow. 

Adrian Zmed will play Georges, 
partner of Albin and owner of the 
nightclub. Mr Zmed co-starred with 
William Shatner as Officer Vince 
Romano in the ’80s hit TV show TJ 
Hooker, which ran for 90 episodes 
over 5 years, and for playing John¬ 
ny Nogerelli in the cult classic film 
Grease 2. 

The score includes The Best of 
Times, Song on the Sand and the 
iconic I Am What I Am, which has 
been recorded by singing legends 
Gloria Gaynor, Shirley Bassey and 
Tony Bennett. 

The show will be at The Orchard 
Theatre from May 9 to 13 2017. 

For tickets or more information, 
visit orchardtheatre.co.uk. 



EXTRAVAGANT: Ms Webb will take on the lead role of Jacqueline 


Jackson Live experience 


BEAT the winter blues with Jackson Live In 
Concert at Dartford’s Orchard Theatre on 
December 1. 

Now in its sixth year of touring, Jackson Live 
in Concert sees long-time fan Ben recreate the 
Michael Jackson experience. 

For tickets, visit orchardtheatre.co.uk. 


Santa's Christmas grotto 

THE grotto at Broadway 
Shopping Centre runs every 
day until Christmas Eve, 

December 24. The entry fee is 
£5 per child and this includes, 
an elf makeover, elf passport, 
and a present from Santa. 



Christmas ice skating 

HEART Radio breakfast show presenters James 
Heming and Becky Ives opened the Tunbridge 
Wells Ice Rink on Friday. 

The cost for one hour’s skating, including 
hire of skating boots, will cost from £7 for 
children and £10.50 for adults. 

For tickets, call 01892 554645. 
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Boogie Storm's charity gig 

BRITAIN’S Got Talent dance 
troop, Boogie Storm are 
performing for charity, Stacey’s 
Smiles, in Meopham’s Nurstead 
Court on December 10. 

For tickets, visit eventbrite. 
co.uk. 


Christmas charity concert 



THE Belvedere Concert Band is bringing the 
magic of Christmas to Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre on December 19. 

The concert will benefit Age UK Bexley and 
Darent Valley Hospital charities. 

For tickets or more information, visit 
orchardtheatre.co.uk. 


The adult-only panto 

PUSS and Dick, the adult panto 
will take place at Dartford’s 
Orchard Theatre on January 29. 

The pantomime will be full 
jokes and rudeness. 

For tickets, visit orchardthea- 
tre.co.uk. 



Sleeping Beauty the ballet 

THE story of Sleeping Beauty will be told via the 
Moscow State Ballet at Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre from January 10 to 11, 2017. 

The tale has been performed for hundreds 
of years and is set to glorious music from 
Tchaikovsky. 

For tickets, visit orchardtheatre.co.uk. 



Winter Dreamland fun 
at Frosted Fairground 


SCENIC: There will be a grotto 
by the railway 


FESTIVE : It’s suitable for all ages 
and ‘guarantees to spread cheer’ 


By Emily King 

emily.king@archant.co.uk 


D reamland Margate 
transforms into The 
Frosted Fairground 
once again for Christ¬ 
mas 2016 weekends 
and holidays. 

Guests will be able to enjoy 
performances from local school 
choirs and community groups as 
well as music on the bandstand, 
pop-up panto, carol singing, and 
Teddy and Betty’s Christmas 
Show. 

Visitors can head inside and 
experience Dreamland Undercover 
with a yuletide skate on the roller 
disco to those Christmas classics 
or chance their arm at one of the 
retro arcade machines to win 
those stocking fillers. 

Rebecca Ellis, events and 
programming director at Dream¬ 
land said: “It’s suitable for all ages 
and The Frosted Fairground will 
guarantee to get everyone in the 
festive spirit and spread the 
Christmas cheer.” 

In the midst of the Scenic 
Railway, guests will also be able to 
help the Elves get organised ahead 


of meeting Father Christmas. 

Little ones can help Angus the 
Elf sort the coloured baubles in 
their correct jars, help Betty Bear 
mix the magic reindeer food, and 
as a treat they can take away their 
own bag of food to leave out for 
Christmas Eve. 

With all the tasks completed, 
they will become honorary elves 
and as a reward, will step into the 
grotto and have their picture 
taken with Father Christmas. As 
well as this they will receive a 
traditional gift. 


The grotto will be running 
from 1pm - 5pm for 10-15 minute 
slots, everyday of the Frosted 
Fairground. 

The fairground is open on from 
Saturday December 3 to January 2 
2017 (not open Christmas Day). 

There is a 10 per cent discount 
of all wristbands for the first two 
weekends in December. 

In addition the first Dreamland 
Vintage Market will also be on 
December 3, and the Dreamland 
Tea Dance on December 11. 

For tickets, visit dreamland.co.uk 



THINK 


CHRISTMAS 


w j ENTERTAINMENT 


SATURDAY 3 rd DECEMBER 

• Invicta Ukulele band I 12noon - 3pm 

• Stilt walking balloon artists I 11.30 - 4pm 
(3 x 30 minute) 

SUNDAY 4 th DECEMBER 

• Ashford Community Choir 
12noon & 1.30pm 

• Carol Singing by Ashford Knoll Girl Guides 
2pm - 3.30pm 

SATURDAY 10 th DECEMBER 

• Rock Choir I 12noon & 1.30pm 

• Circus Antics stilt walkers I 11.30 - 4pm 
(3 x 30 minute) 


SUNDAY 11 th DECEMBER 

• Ashford Sings choir I 12noon & 1.30pm 


SATURDAY 17™ DECEMBER 

• Salvation Army 

• Giant Reindeer and herder I 11.30 - 4pm 
(3 x 30 minute) 

EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
FROM 3 rd DECEMBER 

• Children’s Face Painting I 12noon - 4pm 


1 st & 8™ DECEMBER 

• School Choirs I 10 - 4pm 


PAND6RA next cou^ysq m&s #/ff 


ran www.countysquareshoppingcentre.com 
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'Cookina with kids can be hell' savs Wareina... 


TV chef Marcus Wareing talks about his book Marcus At Home and cooking with his children 


HETHER you’ve 
watched him on Mas- 
terChef, Great British 
Menu, or in one of his 
three restaurants, it’s 
a word you’d definitely use to describe 
him. And he wouldn’t disagree. 

“I am serious,” says the 46-year- 
old. “I’m serious because I need to 
take my job seriously, and because 
there is a lot at stake. I take every¬ 
thing I do seriously, but I also now 
enjoy a lot more and am a little more 
open-minded.” 

It’s perhaps this new, (slightly) 
more relaxed persona that has 
brought about his latest release, Mar¬ 
cus At Home, which is fit to burst 
with recipes that very normal folk 
can try their hand at. And it’s all been 


inspired by family cooking. 

“I love watching my family enjoy 
food that we’ve made together and 
my wife makes a brilliant lasagne,” 
says the father-of-three, who’s mar¬ 
ried to Jane, 45. 

“I think now, because the children 
are more aware of food and are trying 
more, we as a family are starting to 
diverge into bigger flavours, spicier 
food, and just a lot more variety. The 
kids are not so young any more - they 
love their food and are growing up. 
It’s really challenged me to do some¬ 
thing I’ve never done before, which is 
focus on food at home.” 

Wareing - who describes himself as 
“driven, precise and friendly” - is a lot 
more easygoing than you might im¬ 
agine. He’s perfectly polished (his 



SERIOUS: Marcus Wareing 


shirt is impeccably ironed and his 
beard is as neatly shaved as you’d ex¬ 
pect his Parmesan to be), but calm 
and keen to put me at ease. 

“When I think of ‘home’, it’s all 
about the kitchen, the family, laugh¬ 
ing and arguing,” says the chef, who 
hails from Southport, but now resides 
in Wimbledon (he recommends a deli 
there called Bayley And Sage, if you’re 
ever in the area, for the “best fresh 
fruit and produce”). 

And now the kids are growing up, 
cooking together is something that’s 
happening more often. 

It can be hell at times, but it is most¬ 
ly fun,” he says, eyes twinkling and a 
smile spreading across his face. 
“What annoys me about cooking 
with children - even though I do love 


it - is the mess. 

Jess always wants to cook cakes, 
Archie will get involved in cookery 
with his mum and he makes a mean 
salad sandwich. But Jake is all about 
fry-ups, and he hates cleaning up.” 

Don’t we all? Though I can imagine 
this is one Michelin-starred chef who 
won’t stand for anyone not clearing 
up after themselves, even if they are 
his children. 

Mr Wareing recommends three of 
the best... Foodie Advent calendars. 

:: Paul Advent Calendar, £19.95, 
plus delivery 

:: Hotel Chocolat The Advent Cal¬ 
endar - Caramel, £12.50 

:: Biscuiteers Christmas Circus Ad¬ 
vent Biscuit Tin, £48 



That’ll Be The Day 

PREPARE yourself for a party as That’ll 
Be The Day makes a visit to Dartford’s 
Orchard Theatre on December 12. 

The award-winning entertainment show, 
returns with its 2016 Christmas Show. 

That’ll Be The Day is all about nostalgia 
and live entertainment, reflecting the music 
and tone of an era that changed the course of 
music history and youth culture forever. 

For tickets, visit orchardtheatre.co.uk 


University concerts 

I THE autumn season of lunchtime 
concerts at the University of Kent in 
Canterbury culminates on December 7 with 
a performance by one of the most prominent 
sitar players and Indian music educators in 
the UK, Ustad Dharambir Singh. 

In 2011, he was awarded an MBE for his 
services to music. 

Admission is free, with a suggested 
donation of £3. 


Free live music nights 

THE Assembly Hall Theatre and The 
Forum have announced a collaboration 
to bring live music to the Tunbridge Wells 
ice rink in Calverley Grounds, each Thurs¬ 
day until December 15. 

Performers will include Mike Wilton of the 
Standard Lamps, star of BBC Radio Kent Paul 
Cheese, and acclaimed brother/sister duo 
The Breretons. 

Entrance to the music nights is free. 


Swan Lake the ballet 

MOSCOW City Ballet’s production of 
Swan Lake will be performed at 
Dartford’s Orchard Theatre from January 12 
to 14. 

The story of Prince Siegfried and his love 
for Odette who is tricked by the evil sorcerer 
Von Rothbart and his daughter Odile. 

It will be performed beautifully to the 
familiar score by Tchaikovsky. 

For tickets, visit orchardtheatre.co.uk. 





Flights with Rosie 
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Haven't started flying yet? 

NOW'S THE TIME TO TAKE THAT FIRST FLIGHT WITH ROSIE 

www.tlights-witlwosie.co.uk 

Inis Christmas . . ~ ,, 

-and learn to fly a Microlight! IGIGPOOIIG 07930 538111 




Taster 
flights 

av ai/ab/e 
from £85 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 



Quick 




Across 

20. Genuine (4,4) 

6 . 

Ado (4) 

7. Sneaky (13) 

22. Unfitting (13) 

11 . 

Board again (2-6) 

8 . Journalist ( 8 ) 


13. 

Avarice ( 8 ) 

9. Otherwise (4) 

Down 

15. 

Not liable ( 6 ) 

10. Impetus ( 6 ) 

1. Tepid ( 8 ) 

17. 

Inequitable ( 6 ) 

12. Untouched ( 6 ) 

2. Furrow ( 6 ) 

19. 

Circle (4) 

14. Hinder ( 6 ) 

3. Pimple (4) 

21 . 

Pinches (4) 

16. Bad-tempered ( 6 ) 

4. Shrill ( 8 ) 



18. Exhort (4) 

5. Straight ( 6 ) 




Cryptic 

Across 

7. Understand inferior 
role, but be offended 
at it (4,2,3,4) 

8 . Help with odd brief at 
the finish ( 8 ) 

9. Border on which 
nerves can be seen (4) 

10. Strode round the 
county ( 6 ) 

12. Single reduction 
impossible to repeat 
(3-3) 

14. Saunter to take last 
half of coiled cake ( 6 ) 

16. Number in a series of 
steps ( 6 ) 

18. Concerning circle 
missing in border (4) 

20. Tatty oil used in its 
entirety ( 8 ) 

22. A noted place of 
learning (6,2,5) 


Down 

1. Reach the harbour to 
produce wine? (4,4) 

2. Rubbish left by unruly 
brides ( 6 ) 

3. As soon as 1 can 
include 100 (4) 

4. Don’t touch when the 
workers are away (5,3) 

5. A bit each ( 6 ) 

6 . Boast lifted clothing 

(4) 

11. Sneak gives story of 
Swiss legendary figure 
( 8 ) 

13. Immediate help 

needed for the injured 
if dart is wild (5,3) 

15. Point out ring over 
choice ( 6 ) 

17. Doctor of the polls ( 6 ) 

19. Support defender (4) 
21. How dandy makes 
cart into car (4) 


CODEWORD 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8 . Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 
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Arrowword 


Polish city 


Scottish 

islands 


Donkey 

T 

In favour 
of 

T 

Asian 

Very cold 

Beer 


f 


“sr 

Question 


f 


Type of 
chilli 
pepper 

Brutes 




f 




L 





Has food 


Flog 

Intellect 


lateUS’ 

singer 
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Annoy 

f 

L 




Fall ill 
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Charges 


Added 
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Earth's 

atmos- 





Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


SUDOKU 


Battleships 


r 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 
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Solutions 


Word Spiral 
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Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1 . 

Stylish 

9. Facility 

2 . 

Ship’s company 

10. Gaelic 

3. 

River dam 

11. Revise 

4. 

Housetop 

12. Sound a horn 

5. 

Sustenance 

13. Utensil 

6 . 

Terrible fate 

14. Connect 

7. 

Untidy state 

15. Court card 

8 . 

Strongbox 

16. Precious metal 


Keyword clue: An occupation 
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TV&lifestyle travel 

It must be time to visit Barcelona 


A new Barcelona hotel promises a central location 
at an affordable price - plus a plunge pool and 
champagne! SUSAN GRIFFIN finds out more. 



G rey rain clouds 

looming ominously 
wouldn’t normally 
present the ideal 
scenario for a short 
city break in 

Barcelona. But fortunately for 
us, they were merely part of the 
striking design of our room at 
Room Mate Anna hotel. 

The Room Mate Hotels’ brand 
was launched in 2005 by CEO 
Kike Sarasola after an 
unsatisfactory trip to New York 
with husband Carlos Marrero. 

“We couldn’t find a hotel in the 
centre...(so) we spent a lot of 
money on a hotel far away,” he 
explains. So, he decided to open a 
new hotel chain, offering 
everything he wanted. “A hotel in 
a good location in the heart of 
the city, original and bold design, 
reasonable price, exceptional 


service and not flooded with 
extras...” 

11 years on, there are 23 Room 
Mate hotels in cities including 
New York, Miami, Mexico City, 
Florence, Istanbul and Milan, 
with eight upcoming openings, 
including two more in Barcelona 
next year. 

“Room Mate Hotels is for those 
who want to stay in the centre of 
a city, see the sights, walk the 
grand streets and breathe in the 
life and spirit of the place,” says 
Sarasola. 

Room Mate Anna, opened this 
summer, has 81 rooms. The 
airport bus, which takes about 35 
minutes, terminates in the grand 
Placa de Catalunya, and it only 
took my boyfriend and me 10 
minutes to get there along 
Passeig de Gracia, which is lined 
with cafes and designer stores. 


We dropped our bags off and 
headed, via corridors adorned 
with fish-themed black 
wallpaper, for the rooftop plunge 
pool, enjoying a glass of bubbles 
on striped monochrome seating. 
There’s a quiet sun terrace with 
beanbag beds; the perfect place 
to wind down after sightseeing. 

And Barcelona is all about the 
sights. Buy a book of 10 travel 


tickets for 10 euros (there’s a 
metro stop just outside the hotel) 
and travel to Gaudi’s incredible 
Park Guell, and the whimsical 
amusement park on Tibidabo 
mountain, which can be reached 
via a funicular and offers 
glorious panoramic views. 

Barcelona is made for walking 
though, and we enjoyed a 
20-minute amble from the hotel 


to the Sagrada Familia, the 
staggering cathedral, yet to be 
completed 134 years after work 
commenced. 

Afterwards we ate a three 
course meal at unassuming La 
Repanocha restaurant on Carrer 
del Bruc - paella, salmon, and a 
drink cost just under 10 euros 
each. 

The afternoon was spent on the 
beach (the closest metro is 
Barceloneta), where we floated in 
the warm, clear sea and watched 
paddle boarders and canoeists. 

Back at the hotel, it was 
wonderful to watch the sun set 
over Casa Batllo, Gaudi’s fairy 
tale-like masterpiece, from our 
balcony. 

For dinner, we avoided La 
Rambla, the city’s pricey main 
avenue, and visited the cavernous 
Les Tapes on Placa Regomir 
where I enjoyed the most 
succulent chorizo I’ve ever 
tasted, for under 13 euros. 


■ Susan Griffin was a guest of Room 
Mate Anna (room-matehotels.com/ 
en/anna/), where rooms start from 
159 euros (£140 approx) per night. 
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BIRCH WOOD PARK 

GOLF ft COUNTRY CLUS 


Open Weekend 19th & 20th November 


Facilities will include: 


Call 

01322 662038 

to book your 
personal tour 


Join by 
20/11/16 
to get free 
subscriptionsy 
until 2017*/ 


• State of the art 25 metre swimming pool 

• Learn-to-swim splash pool 
• Over 60 pieces of luxury fitness equipment 

• 3 contemporary fitness studios (including Spin) 

• A wide variety of classes (from high energy to Pilates) 

• 'MyRide' virtual cycling experience 

• Wellness & relaxation area 

(Hydrotherapy spa, panoramic sauna, steam room, heated relaxation beds & ice fountain) 

• Outdoor spa garden featuring hot tub 


Call 01322 662038 or email info@birchwoodparkgc.co.uk 



Relax 

rr. 

v J*. 




*Terms and conditions apply. Offer valid until 20/11 /16. 

birchwoodparkgc.co.uk 01322 662038 info@birchwoodparkgc.co.uk 
Birchwood Park Golf & Country Club, Birchwood Road, Wilmington, Dartford, Kent, DA2 7HJ 
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ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 
01732 456196 • 07798876857 
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


PLEASE MENTION THIS 
PAPER WHEN REPLYING TO 
THESE ADVERTISEMENTS 


JOBS MATCHED 
TO YOUR CV 


1 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Why so much 
complaining? 

GOODNESS me, the heads-in-the- 
sand brigade joined forces with the 
stick-in-the-muds in KoS last week. 
We had campaigners opposed to 
Otterpool - the proposed garden 
town; the naysayers against the 
closure of Maidstone Barracks, and 
the proposed hub at Southborough 
continuing to attract protests too. 

What was missing, strangely, was 
the latest protest in the Manston 
Airport saga. 

Perhaps they should all get 
together and build an aspic factory, 
but they would get up a protest 
against that too. 

John Ward Moorhouse, 

Tunbridge Wells 

Blackadder has a 
cunning plan 

I THINK we could evaluate our own 
attitudes to political correctness [KoS 
letters, last week] by considering 
how we feel about showing Blackad¬ 
der on television during the remem¬ 
brance weekend. 

Showing a farce when the reality 
was so appalling could very legiti¬ 
mately offend, Personally, I can enjoy 
this comedy, despite the true events. 

D Hedges, 
Chatham 

Voting. What is it 
good for exactly? 

THE last comment of Malcolm 
Brockman’s letter [KoS letters, last 
week] was “I ask myself is it worth 
voting for anything or anyone ever 
again”. 

It brings to mind Ken Livingstone 
once saying “if voting changed 
anything, it would be abolished”. 

S Reeves, 
Herne Bay 

Discovering a 
truth about war 

WHAT does remembrance mean? To 
remember those who died in conflict. 
To note sadly that many such deaths 
were a shocking waste of potential, 
with young lives given in wars with, 
often, slim justification. 

For so many of us, it is also to 
remind ourselves; never again - the 
message carried on the banner of 
Veterans for Peace at the Cenotaph 
on November 11 this year. 

But this last message of peace, of 
‘never again’, is apparently not 
shared by the top management of 
Discovery Park. 

The day after Remembrance 
Sunday, the Kent business park 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 




Trump win is dawn of 
a new world order 


IT seems likely the election of Donald 
Trump, following on the heels of the 
British decision to leave the EU, means 
that 2016 will come to represent a 
watershed in world politics. 

The ordinary people have rejected 
the selfish liberal establishment, 
which has ignored their concerns for 
so long, and made clear that they no 
longer wish to follow the path of 
unfettered globalisation and mass 
movements of peoples, which have 
resulted in a declining standard of 
living for the ordinary person, 
particularly the working class, while 
enriching those at the top of society. 

There is now an opportunity for a 
restoration of the ‘grand alliance’ 
which won the Second World War to 
be re-established, not primarily this 
time to fight, but to put the interests 
of their nations before those of the 
internationalist elite, as represented 
by bodies such as the EU. 

Although Mr Trump is flawed, 
and probably is not the one would 
choose to be the ideal champion of 
this cause, he recognises that the 


tweeted that it had attended the 
Sandwich remembrance ceremony. 

It used the hashtag #LestWeForget. 

Have top brass at Discovery Park 
themselves already forgotten that 
they plan, in 2017, to profit from 
welcoming a new tenant, Instro 
Precision, which manufactures arms 
components and - public documents 
show - sells to human rights abusers 
and regimes, like Saudi, which wage 
illegal wars? 

Have they forgotten that they 
already host a corporate tenant, 
Omega, which stages ‘sniper 
symposiums’ and other events for the 
arms industry? It seems that, 


American people want major 
changes, while the UK outside the 
EU can turn back to our friends in 
the Commonwealth, an 
organisation whose economic 
future is much brighter than that of 
the declining EU. 

As far as Russia, the other main 
component of the old alliance is 
concerned, we should cease to 
regard her as an inevitable 
opponent. We fought on her side 
against Napoleon, the Kaiser and 
Hitler and, as the outsiders of 
Europe, have far more in common 
with her than with many in the 
continental heartland. Together 
with the US and Russia we could 
ensure that those who wish us ill, 
such as Daesh, are defeated. 

The politically correct, arrogant 
politicians have had their day and a 
brighter future, based on common- 
sense, and an appreciation of where 
the true interests of our people lie, 
beckons. 

Colin Bullen 

from Tonbridge 


whatever lessons Discovery Park 
draws from remembrance ceremo¬ 
nies, it is certainly not a message of 
peace and of ‘never again’. 

Patrick Foy, 

East Kent Campaign Against the 
Arms Trade 

Are we on edge of 
civil revolt? 

EVERYDAY, more ordinary Britons 
are becoming convinced that a 
shadowy elite is pulling the strings at 
the heart of our government and that 
our so-called ‘democratic right’ is 


nothing but an elaborate hoax. 

The command centre of our 
corrupt establishment clearly does 
not want us separated from the Euro¬ 
pean Union or for Article 50 to ever 
be invoked and are prepared to use 
all methods at their disposal, 
however undemocratic or under¬ 
hand, to get their own way. 

Even the quietest, most reserved 
citizens in any society can only put 
up with so much blatant injustice 
before they express their profound 
discontent. 

For Parliament to overrule and 
ignore the rule of the British people 
would be a catastrophic misjudg- 
ment. If the voting majority do not 
see their referendum result respected 
and Article 50 activated by the end 
of March 2017,1 predict we will 
witness mass protest demonstrations 
on our streets unlike anything this 
country has ever experienced before. 

Clive Wilkins-Oppler, 
Petham 

Lib Dems have 
no chance, Alan 

ALAN Bullion [KoS, letters, last 
week] may well be right about 
Swanley Town’s Council needing a 
change, and voters will get their 
chance at the next election. 

He shouldn’t hold his breath, 
though, that any of them will be Lib 
Dems. 

Edward Baker, 

Tunbridge Wells 

Obligatory letter 
about Ray Duff 

I FIND Ray Duff’s persistence in 
ramming home his point of view 
unbelievably arrogant. 

The pound was under pressure 
before Brexit and was over-valued 
anyway. 

No, we haven’t left the EU yet, but 
with regard to trade with countries 
outside the EU, we now have time to 
be prepared for the push to this end. 

Time spent on reconnaissance and 
preparation is seldom wasted, Mr 
Duff. All your negativity cuts no ice 
with me. Britain is at its best with its 
back to the wall. Our stiff upper lips 
will outlive your soft flabby chin, 

Don’t you realise we lead the world in 
many activities? The arts, theatre, 
music, sports, making cars; they are all 
the envy of the world, albeit with 
overseas investment which exudes 
confidence. What about our inventions, 
computer programmers and inventors? 

You finished your latest tirade, 
with a reference to Lord Sugar. May 
I point out he can be wrong, like you 
too, and it will be the remainers who 
will be told ‘you’re fired’. 

John Garnet, 
Walmer 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 
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KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 

North & West 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 

kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 









images of kent 



Ship moored in 
Swale estuary 

by Rebecca Shingleton 
fromAcol 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, . Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.com 
www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 

f&ABTA 


Tr«ret vrft-b CcnrWhr nw 







The Carnival of Madeira is known as one of the best in Europe. There are two 
main parades - the allegoric parade features thousands of participants in 
magnificent colourful costumes dancing to electrifying Samba music through 
the streets of the capital, Funchal. The second, called Trapalhao, features 
carnival goers in daring costumes and local caricatures. Included excursions 
take in the best of the island. 

INCLUDED: Return flights Gatwick to Funchal with luggage • 7 nights stay at a 4- 
star hotel in Funchal • 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches and 7 dinners from the buffet, plus 
afternoon coffee and cake • Drinks included with lunch and dinner - aperitifs, local 
wine, beer, soft drinks and local spirits • Entertainment on 3 evenings • 2 halfdays 
and 1 full-day excursion • Seating for the carnival • Airport/hotel transfers in 
Madeira • Services of our representative in resort 


60s Sounds in Surrey 


Thatcher's Hotel, Guildford 

6 Jan, 10 Feb, 10 Mar & 14 Apr, 2017 - Quote: TG-KOS 

ENJOY a fun-packed party break at this charming Tudor-style hotel near 
Guildford and close to The Hogs Back Brewery and Polesden Lacey, an 
Edwardian country house and estate. Entertainment on 6 Jan 2017 is by 
Fortunes lead singer Eddie Mooney and Glen Leon as Tom Jones - £129pp; 10 
Feb 2017 features The Beatle (Fab Four tribute) & comedy singer Ian Larkin - 
£139pp; 10 Mar 2017 with Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & Foundations) and Dave 
Grant (ex-Paper Lace) - £139pp;14 Apr 2017 (Easter) with the Frankie Valli Story 
& singing duo Bus Stop - £159pp. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment both nights • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts • 2 nights 
sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, tea/coffee tray and free wifi • Free parking 


Seaside 60s Sounds 
in West Sussex 

Chatsworth Hotel, Worthing 

31 March, 2017-Quote: WG3-KOS 

Join us in Worthing for an exclusive Party Weekend and enjoy £1 drinks and a 
60s music tribute act each night. The Chatsworth is one of the finest hotels on 
the south coast, just a stone's throw from the sea and a short stroll to the town 
centre. All bedrooms are en-suite and a lift services all floors. 

INCLUDED: Happy Hour £1 drinks from 7pm to 8pm both evenings - pint of house 
beer or small glass of wine • Live entertainment both nights • 2 nights sharing an 
en-suite bedroom with TV & free wifi • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts 


4 Star 

Madeira Carnival 

By Air from Gatwick 

22 February, 2017 • Quote: MC2-KOS 


Come with us to Maranello and Modena in Northern Italy - home to legendary 
Ferrari and Lamborghini sports cars. Our four-day break takes in all the sights 
of Maranello including The Ferrari Museum and the Fiorano Test Track. We 
will also visit the Enzo Ferrari and Lamborghini Museums in Modena. No trip 
to Maranello would be complete without taking a Ferrari out for a spin. Test 
drives are possible with a host of models to choose from. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout abroad • 3 nights B&B sharing a twin/double 
room at the 4-star Maranello Village Hotel plus 1 dinner • Admissions to: The 
Ferrari Museum,The Enzo Ferrari Museum PLUS guided bus tour inside the Fiorino 
test-track proving grounds and Viale Enzo Ferrari and The Lamborghini Museums 
• Return Easyjet flights London Gatwick to Bologna - hand luggage included • All 
transfers abroad 


Ferrari & Lamborghini 

Live the Dream in Maranello 


Escorted Holiday by Air 

10 March, 2017- Quote: FL3-KOS 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


'Nuova' 


works wonaers 



FIRST DRIVE: Retro road route yields a second winner for FIAT. First came 
the 500 supermini - now it’s the 124 Spider... 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 




N UMBERS plus nostalgia are working 
wonders for FIAT. 

Having scored with its modern-day 
take on the classic ‘Nuova’ 500 
(1957-75) small car, the Italian giant has taken 
the retro road again by re-creating the 124 
Spider (1979-1982). 

And pragmatically so, partnering with Mazda 
to re-work the Japanese marque’s MX-5 - the 
world’s best known roadster. 

The result is two cars with their own distinct 
personalities, while sharing the best of the latest 
Mazda, and suggesting Ford boobed when it had a 
major holding in Mazda and owned Jaguar, yet 
failed to create a successor to the legendary E-Type. 

FIAT’s ‘nuova’ Spider (from £19,545) echoes 
the gorgeous lines of the Pininfarina-designed 
original and is more grown-up looking than the 
comparatively spiky MX-5. 

Bonnet power bulges, a marginally bigger 
boot, plus smarter seats and trimming add to 
that feeling, though FIAT has sensibly carried 
over the Mazda’s well-sorted dashboard and 
controls, and the bulletproof one-touch retract¬ 
able roof. 

The FIAT also feels less raw, with better 
sound-deadening and a suppler ride, but the 
powertrain is the major difference in driving: the 
MX-5’s 1.5 and 2.0-litre engines are non-aspirat- 
ed, while the Spider’s is FIAT’s acclaimed 1.4 


turbo in MOPS (138bhp) as tested, and 170PS 
(168bhp) formats - the latter also powers a 
flagship Abarth 124 Spider, with uprated 
brakes and suspension. 

The turbo gives the FIAT even better low end 
response than the 2.0-litre MX-5 and arguably 
the better drive, with less need to work the 
gearbox, while still benefitting from the host 


car’s excellent balance and direct steering. 

Our car was loaned by Northgate FIAT in 
Canterbury where brand sales manager Mike 
Dutto said: “Customers were excited well ahead 
of launch, with some ordering the car unseen 
and undriven. Some remember the original 
Spider, others just love the new car for itself — 
and competitive pricing.” 
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ALL NEW 
LEXUS RX 

NOW WITH 44% APR AND 
£4,500 TOWARDS YOUR 
FINANCE DEPOSIT* 


RX450h Luxury 

Term 

42 months 

Amount of credit 

£31,545.00 

41 Monthly payments 

£299.86 

Guaranteed future value/ 
Optional final payment 

£23,422.50 

Cash price 

£51,495.00 

Total amount payable 

£55,666.76 

Finance deposit allowance 

£4,500.00 

Fixed Rate of Interest (per annum) 

4.4% 

Customer deposit 

£15,450.00 

Representative 

4.4% APR* 


Representative Example. 


Live the Life RX I© 



The sophisticated new Lexus RX combines sharp, chiselled 
design with state-of-the-art technology. Inside, unrivalled 
luxury and superior comfort with features like hand stitched 
leather ensure an altogether more rewarding experience. 


LEXUS CANTERBURY Broad Oak Road, Canterbury CT2 7PX 01227388585 

LEXUS TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 01892 598 870 


www.canterbu ry.lexus.co.u k 
www.tunbridgewells.lexus.co.uk 


RX 450h prices start from £48,495. Model shown is RX 450h Luxury £51,495, excludes optional metallic paint at £645. 

*4.4% APR Representative, £4,500 Finance Deposit Allowance, 42 months only on Lexus Connect (PCP), up to 35% deposit and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. RX new retail sales. Ordered and proposed for finance between 3 October 2016 and 14 
December 2016, registered and financed by 31 March 2017 through Lexus Financial Services. Participating Lexus Centres. Other finance offers available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Terms and conditions apply. 8,000 miles per annum, excess mileage charge 
applies over contracted miles, 14 pence per mile. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status, over 18s. Lexus Centres are independent of Lexus Financial Services. Lexus Financial Services is a trading name of Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC. Registered Office: 
Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

The MPG figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results. They are provided for comparability purposes, and may not reflect actual driving experience. RX 450h Luxury fuel consumption 
and C0 2 figures: urban 51.4 mpg (5.5 l/100km), extra-urban 51.4 mpg (5.5 l/100km), combined 51.4 mpg (5.5 l/100km), 127 g/km C0 2 
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Is this third time lucky for the X-Trail? 


Having started it all, the Japanese marque wants the latest X-Trail to seal its 
reputation as THE brand for crossovers, writes Steve Loader... 



N ISSAN’S X-Trail was 
always a cut above 
‘soft-roader’ rivals like 
the Toyota RAV4 and 
Honda CR-V, because it 
wasn’t outclassed by a bit of rough 
terrain. 

But generations one and two also 
had pugnacious looks to go with that 
role; the original even had foot wells 
finished with flooring that could be 
hosed out if too much landscape 
came back on the soles of your 
wellies. 

However, such Tonka Toy talent is 
wasted on urban-dwelling country 
set wannabes, so it’s no surprise that 
the third-generation car is a more 
stylish beast likely to sell in greater 
numbers, while preserving some 4x4 
off-road ability for those who truly 
need a bit of extra traction. 

It’s no accident either that Nissan, 
as the brand that invented the 
crossover with its original big-selling 
Qashqai and bug-eyed Juke baby 
brother, wants the X-trail to be big 
bro to both. 

This X-Trail also offers 5-7 seats, so 
those who really must have room for 
seven now and again can do so for a 
not unreasonable £700 extra - al¬ 
lowing Nissan to dispense with the 
old seven-seat Qashqai +2’s valuable 


slot on the brand’s production lines. 

In the modern way, the new 
X-Trail is available in both front- 
wheel drive (FWD) or 4x4 formats, 
the former catering for people who 
want high-riding SUV/crossover 
style plus economy. 

The FWD option keeps prices 
sensible too: from £22,395 for the 


entry-level five-seat Visia petrol 
turbo variant. For those wanting 
4x4, this starts at £25,945, which 
also looks good value against the 
opposition. 

For now, engine choice is limited to 
Nissan’s impressive 163PS (161bhp) 
1.6-litre turbocharged DIG-T petrol 
unit with 145g/km of C02 emissions 


or (starting at £24,145) a smooth 
1.6-litre diesel in 130PS (128bhp) - 
as tested here - or 177PS (175bhp) 
format. 

All models are economical with 
smooth and refined power and 
well-managed handling, the X-Trail 
being agile for a large and relatively 
tall car. 


Nissan X-Trail 
1.6 dCi 130 Tekna 
Xtronic (7-str) 


Price: 

from £32,175 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: Hyundai Santa Fe 


But it is the newcomer’s crossover 
flexibility that wins most friends, 
with wide opening doors for easiest 
access, various passenger seating 
configurations and cargo loading 
options. A double load floor allows up 
to nine boot layouts, notably the 
creation of upper and lower areas 
with a single-handed move. 

In its topmost position, the 
floorboard can hold up to 10 kilos of 
luggage, or 75 in its middle position. 
This solution enables the user to 
store, for example, a baby buggy and 
large items below while creating a 
fully usable upper load surface for 
smaller, lighter items or shopping. 

Access to the luggage area has also 
been made easier with remote 
operation of the power tailgate, a 
classy touch that must further worry 
expensive German premium rivals, 
already concerned by the upmarket 
appeal of Nissan’s smaller Qashqai. 



PER MONTH 

ON PASSPORT PERSONAL LEASE* 


PER MONTH 

ON PASSPORT PERSONAL LEASE* 


CHOICE BUILT IN 


EXCEPTIONAL STYLE. 

EXCELLENT CHOICE. 


PEUGEOT 

MOTION & EMOTION 


MOTORLINE MEDWAY 

HIGH STREET, KENT, ME1 1 HF 01634 624 285 

Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 108 Range are: Urban 52.3 - 56.5 (5.4 - 5.0), Extra Urban 74.3 - 78.5 (3.8 - 3.6), Combined 65.7 - 68.9 (4.3 - 4.1) and CO 2 99 - 95 (g/km). MPG figures 
are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. For the 208 Range are: Urban 39.8 - 78.5 (7.1 - 3.6), Extra Urban 61.4 - 
104.6 (4.6 - 2.7), Combined 50.4 - 94.2 (5.6 - 3.0) and CO 2 129 - 79 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road 
driving conditions. Forthe 308 Range are: Urban 34.9 - 80.7 (8.1 - 3.5), Extra Urban 57.6 - 97.4 (4.9 - 2.9), Combined 47.1 - 91.1 (6.0 - 3.1) and CO 2 139 - 82 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for 
comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only or visit peugeot.co.uk. To finance your lease we may introduce you to a limited number of lenders. #Passport Personal Lease: A guarantee may 
be required. Over 18s only. Motorline Medway is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. Finance subject to status, All 
offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 01/10/16 and 31/12/16 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete discretion. Peugeot 108 Active £10085, customer initial rental ££149, optional final rental ££3822. Peugeot 208 Active 
£13665, customer initial rental ££189, optional final rental ££3800. Peugeot 308 Active £19080, customer initial rental ££259, optional final rental ££5415. 35 monthly rentals payable, 6,000 miles per annum. Excess mileage charges may apply. If you choose to pay the optional final rental, 
you can pay an annual rental equivalent to one of your monthly rentals but will not own the car. Ownership is possible with Passport - ask us for details, Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Information correct at time of going to press. Visit peugeot.co.ukfor full product details. 


£149 


208 RANGE from 

£189 


308 RANGE from 

£259 

PER MONTH 

ON PASSPORT PERSONAL LEASE* 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two 
hospitals is a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst 
the second hospital is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital 
in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical 
facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We 
have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Staff Nurses X 3 - To cover our Ashford and Canterbury sites 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: Ongoing 

Salary: £23-25,000 per annum dependant on qualifications and experience 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and understanding of surgical/ 
medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

To discuss these opportunities, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Gail Cribbens, Nurse Manager on 01233 651818 

Theatre Staff - Various Roles Dependant on Experience 

At Spencer Private Hospitals we recognise and value all of our staff and are committed to 
developing a well-trained and flexible workforce. As an Investors in People accredited organisation, 
you can expect: 

• A generous holiday allowance, increasing with length of service 

• Company contribution pension scheme 

• Childcare vouchers 

• My work offers scheme 

• Family and friends discounts on Physiotherapy and Health Screening services 

• Uniform provided 

• Free onsite parking 

We are also seeking self-employed Theatre staff for our Ashford site. 

If you are adaptable and have relevant Theatre experience then we would very much like to hear 
from you. We can also offer an extensive training and competency program in conjunction with 
East Kent Hospitals University Foundation Trust Theatre department offering many specialities. 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 
Alternatively, please contact Sarah Blaber, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 222690 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 

Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 

This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 
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independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We 
have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Staff Nurses X 3 - To cover our Ashford and Canterbury sites 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: Ongoing 

Salary: £23-25,000 per annum dependant on qualifications and experience 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and understanding of 
surgical/medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

To discuss these opportunities, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Gail Cribbens, 

Nurse Manager on 01233 651818 

Theatre Staff - Various Roles Dependant on Experience 

At Spencer Private Hospitals we recognise and value all of our staff and are committed to 
developing a well-trained and flexible workforce. As an Investors in People accredited 
organisation, you can expect: 

• A generous holiday allowance, increasing with length of service 

• Company contribution pension scheme 

• Childcare vouchers 

• My work offers scheme 

• Family and friends discounts on Physiotherapy and Health Screening services 

• Uniform provided 

• Free onsite parking 

We are also seeking self-employed Theatre staff for our Ashford site. 

If you are adaptable and have relevant Theatre experience then we would very much like to hear from you. We 
can also offer an extensive training and competency program in conjunction with East Kent Hospitals University 
Foundation Trust Theatre department offering many specialities. 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our 
website: www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 
Alternatively, please contact Sarah Blaber, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 222690 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 
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LICENSING ACT 2003 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
A NEW PREMISES LICENCE 

Notice is hereby given that Mr Vipul Patel has applied to 

Medway Borough Council for a new Premises license to: 

For the off Sale of alcohol: Monday - Sunday 08:00am - 

23:00, All Bank Holidays / Christmas Day / New Year’s Eve 

/ New Year’s Day 08:00am - 23:00 

For the premises Frindsbury Newsagent 

Situated at 102 Frindsbury Road Strood Kent ME2 4JB 

Should you wish to make representations to the council it 

must be in writing and/or you can view my application by 

contacting the council on 01634 337107 or 337108 by 9th 

December 2016 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application. A person 
guilty of an offence under this section is liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding £5,000. 

Dated: 11th November 2016 


highways 

england 


A2 TRUNK ROAD AND M2 MOTORWAY 
(DARTFORD TO FAVERSHAM) 

TEMPORARY TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS 

Notice is hereby given that Highways England Company 
Limited has made an Order on the A2 Trunk Road and M2 
Motorway in the County of Kent and Unitary Authority of 
Medway, under Sections 14(1)(a) and 14(1 )(c) of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 because works are proposed to 
be executed on the road. 

The effect of the Order is to authorise the sequential overnight 
closure of: 

i) both carriageways of the A2 between Darenth Interchange 
(M25 Junction 2) and Bean Interchange (B255); 

ii) the London-bound carriageway of the A2 between the 
exit and entry slip roads at Marling Cross Interchange; 

iii) both carriageways of the M2 between the exit and entry 
slip roads at Junction 1 (A289); 

iv) the coast-bound carriageway of the M2 between 
Junction 6 (A251) and Junction 7 (A2/A299); 

v) the slip road leading to the coast-bound carriageway of 
the A2 from the roundabout at Darenth Interchange 
(M25 Junction 2); 

vi) the slip road leading from the London-bound carriageway 
of the trunk road to the roundabout at Darenth 
Interchange (M25 Junction 2); 

vii) the slip roads leading to and from both carriageways, 
with the exception of the road leading to the coast-bound 
carriageway, of the A2 at Bean Interchange (A296/B255); 

viii) the slip roads leading to and from both carriageways, 
with the exception of the road leading to the coast-bound 
carriageway, of the A2 at Spring Head Interchange (B259); 

ix) all slip roads leading to and from both carriageways of 
the A2 at Tollgate Interchange (A227); 

x) all slip roads leading to and from both carriageways of 
the A2 at Marling Cross Interchange; 

xi) all slip roads leading to and from both carriageways of 
the A2 at Cobham Interchange; 

xii) the slip roads leading to and from both carriageways, 
with the exception of the road leading to the coast-bound 
carriageway, of the M2 at Junction 2 (Merrals Shaw 
Interchange) (A228); 

xiii) the slip leading from the coast-bound carriageway of the 
M2 at Junction 3 (Bluebell Interchange) (A229); 

xiv) the slip leading from the London-bound carriageway of 
the M2 at Junction 3 (Bluebell Interchange) (A229); 

xv) the slip road leading from the coast-bound carriageway of 
the motorway at Junction 4 (Gillingham Interchange) (A278); 

xvi) the link road connecting to the coast-bound carriageway 
of the A2 from the clockwise carriageway of the A282 at 
Darenth Interchange (M25 Junction 2); 

xvii) the link road connecting the London-bound carriageway 
of the A2 road to the anti-clockwise carriageway of the 
A282 at Darenth Interchange (M25 Junction 2); 

xviii) the link road connecting the London-bound exit slip road 
(leading from the trunk road) to the clockwise carriageway 
of the M25 motorway at Darenth Interchange 
(M25 Junction 2); and 

xix) the link road connecting the London-bound carriageway 
of the M2 to the northbound carriageway of the A289 at 
Junction 1 (Park Pale Interchange) (A2). 

These measures are in the interests of road safety while 
contractors undertake lighting, electrical and signage works, 
road surfacing and all associated work, vegetation clearance, 
grass cutting, gully clearing, and litter picking. 

It is expected that the work will last for approximately 
13 weeks starting on or after Monday 28th November 2016. 
The overnight closures will take place between 20:00 and 
05:00 (maximum period). Works will be phased to minimise 
the number of junctions affected at any one time. The 
estimated duration of each phase is 2 nights per closure. 

The Order will come into force on 26 November 2016 and 
have a maximum duration of eighteen months. 

Traffic affected by the closures will be diverted to leave and 
re-join the carriageway, by using alternative junctions on the 
A2 or M2, or by using local routes including the A206, A225, 
A226, A227, A282, A289, A296, A2260, B255, B262, Hever 
Court Road and Brewer’s Road. 

The diversion route in operation will vary according to the 
closure in force. 

The closures and diversion routes will be clearly indicated by 
traffic signs when they are in operation during the works period. 

M Taylor, an Official of Highways England Co. Ltd. 

Ref: HE/SE/2016/A2-M2/164 
Highways England Company Limited, 

(Company No. 9346363). Registered Office: Bridge House, 
Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey, GUI 4LZ. A company 
registered in England and Wales. 

For enquiries, please contact the Customer Contact Centre 
on 0300 123 5000 or info@highwaysengland.co.uk. 
http://www.highways.gov.uk 


MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Notice of application for transfer of a 
Sex Establishment Licence pursuant 
to Schedule 3 Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 

TAKE NOTICE that on 14th November 2016 Christopher 
Intrieri applied to Maidstone Borough Council for the 
transfer of a sex establishment licence in respect of Players 
Gentlemen’s Club, 57, High Street, Maidstone, Kent 
ME14 1SY 

DAYS AND HOURS OF OPERATION: Mondays to 
Sundays inclusive from 20.30 to 02.00 hours and on New 
Year’s Eve - 20.30- 03.00 
ACTIVITY: sexual entertainment venue 
The application may be inspected at the offices of the 
Licensing Department, Maidstone Borough Council, 
Maidstone House, King Street, Maidstone, ME 15 6JQ 
ANY PERSON wishing to make objections on the 
application shall do so in writing at the Council Offices to 
the Senior Licensing Officer, Maidstone Borough Council, 
c/o The Licensing Team, The Licensing Partnership, P 
O Box 182, Sevenoaks Kent TN13 1GP or by e-mail at 
licensing@maidstone.gov.uk. The grounds of the objection 
must be stated in general terms. The objection must be 
received by the Council no later than 12th December 2016 
Name: Christopher Intrieri 
Organisation: Players 

Address: 57, High Street, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1SY 
Date: 14th November 2016 

s.17 Licensing Act 2003 

Notice is hereby given that The Bow Window 
(Lenham) Ltd. has applied to Maidstone Borough 
Council on 15 th November 2016 for the grant of a 
premises licence for The Bow Window, The Square, 
Lenham. ME 17 2PG. 

The proposed application is to permit; 

The sale of alcohol (on and off the premises) 
10;00hrs to 22:00hrs Monday to Sunday; Opening 
hours 06:00hrs to 22:30hrs Monday to Sunday. 

Any person who wishes to make a representation in 
relation to this application must give notice in writing 
of his/her representation by 13th December 2016 
stating the grounds for making said representation 
to: Licensing Partnership PO Box 182 Sevenoaks 
TNI 3 1GP 

The public register where applications are available 
to be viewed by members of the public can be 
accessed online by visiting www.sevenoaks.gov.uk 
and following the link to the public register. 

The Licensing Authority must receive representations 
by the date given above. The Licensing Authority will 
have regard to any such representation in considering 
the application. It is an offence, under section 158 of 
the Licensing Act 2003, to knowingly or recklessly 
make a false statement in or in connection with an 
application for premises licence and the ma xi mum 
fine on being convicted of such an offence is £5000. 
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Sport 

‘Good value’ Gills 
suffer FA Cup KO 


Gillingham praised for ticket prices but beaten by Brackley 



DEJECTED: Gillingham boss Justin Edinburgh said he felt “totally let 
down” by his players in a humiliating cup defeat 


Football 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


GILLINGHAM have been named one 
of the best value football clubs to 
watch in the Football League after a 
major report into the cost of attend¬ 
ing games was published. 

The BBC Price of Football report 
looked at the prices of all games down 
to the National League regional divi¬ 
sions to paint a picture of how much it 
costs to follow your favourite team. 

It revealed the cheapest match day 
ticket of £ 12 to watch the Gills in ac¬ 
tion at Priestfield was the cheapest in 
League One and that its £25 family 
tickets, which admit two adults and 
two under-18s into League One fix¬ 
tures and is available for both home 
and away fans, is the best value ticket 
of its kind across the Premier League 
and EFL. 

It calculated the cheapest cost of 
buying a ticket, cup of tea and pie was 
£20.80 - again the best value in 
League One. 

Gillingham chairman Paul Scally 
said: “Community clubs like Gilling¬ 
ham are the heart and soul of foot¬ 
ball, the backbone of the English 
game. 

“We are working hard to dispel the 
idea that professional football is a 
sport only accessible by watching tel¬ 
evision. 

“I think our ticket prices are good 
value for money. Our pricing is al¬ 
ways aimed at attracting new follow¬ 
ers, and we engage with our support¬ 
ers constantly to make the matchday 
experience as good as possible when 
they do come.” 


It comes after history repeated it¬ 
self when the Gills were knocked out 
of the FA Cup by non-league Brackley 
Town for the second time in three 
years. 

Under-fire boss Justin Edinburgh 
said following the 4-3 defeat on 
Wednesday night: “It’s hugely disap¬ 


pointing but Brackley deserved to 
win; once again we were the creators 
of our own downfall. 

“I don’t take any positives out of it 
whatsoever. 

“There’s a lot to reflect upon and 
there’s a lot to ponder. I feel totally let 
down. It’s so, so frustrating.” 


Hockey stars win Olympic team of year gong 


Hockey 


KEEPER: Maddie Hinch is a regular with Kent side Holcombe 


GREAT Britain’s all-conquering 
Olympic hockey team, featuring a 
number of stars from Kent, scooped a 
prestigious award this week. 

Named Women’s Team of the Year 
at the Association of National 
Olympic Committees (ANOC) 

General Assembly, the gold medal¬ 
winning side featured county 
representatives Susannah 
Townsend, Nicola White, Shona 
McCallin, Maddie Hinch and Sam 
Quek. 

The awards, held in Doha, 
celebrated and honoured the best 
sporting achievements from the Rio 
2016 Games. 

Hollie Webb, scorer of the winning 
penalty in the hockey final against 


defending champions, the Nether¬ 
lands, said: “It has been an unbeliev¬ 
able year for us, returning home 
from Rio as Olympic champions and 


the first ever GB women’s hockey 
team to win Olympic gold was an 
amazing feeling and an achievement 
we are all incredibly proud of.” 





HEADLINER: Unbeaten heavyweight Dave Jones, left 

Professional boxing to 
finally land on island 


NEXT year will see professional 
boxing roll into Sheppey for the first 
time, after a deal was struck to host a 
show at the Oasis Academy on the 
island. 

Topping the bill on February 4 will 
be Queenborough’s unbeaten 
heavyweight Dave Jones, looking to 
build on his International Challenge 
belt won in June when he faces Paul 
Butlin. 


Promising youngster Oli Edwards, 
21, comes into his fifth fight after 
securing his first ever stoppage in 
just 24 seconds in Maidstone last 
month. 

Finally, Tom Dallas will look to get 
back on track having been beaten in 
his recent comeback against Igor 
Mihaljevic - his first bout since 
fighting at Madison Square Garden 
18 months ago. 


Dover and Maidstone crash out 


DOVER Athletic became the final 
Kent club to be knocked out of the FA 
Cup after they were beaten 4-2 by 
Cambridge after extra time at 
Crabble on Thursday night. 

After Gillingham and Maidstone 
were defeated earlier in the week, 
Chris Kinnear’s side were the 
county’s last hope of a representative 
in the second round. 

And they so nearly managed 


victory after taking the lead on 70 
minutes through Ricky Miller, to set 
up what looked to be a big cup upset. 

But Cambridge’s Mark Roberts 
struck in injury time to send the tie 
to extra time, where As wad Thomas 
restored their lead just before the 
interval but three goals in quick 
succession shortly after from Leon 
Legge, Medy Elito and Ben William¬ 
son proved too much. 


Kent to appear in first 


overseas tournament 


KENT will travel to the West Indies in the 
new year to compete in an overseas 
tournament for the first time. 

The seven-times county champions 
accepted an invite to play in the Regional 
Super50, a one-day competition which 
begins in Antigua on January 24. 

The Spitfires will face Under 19 world 
champions West Indies and senior sides 
from Trinidad and Tobago, Windward 
Islands and Leeward Islands in the group 
stages of the tournament which runs until 
February 18. 

Kent Cricket CEO Jamie Clifford said: “It 
is a huge honour for Kent Cricket to be 
invited by the West Indies Cricket Board to 
join their domestic 50-over competition in 
early 2017. 

“It will be the perfect opportunity to play 
competitive off-season cricket and good 
overseas experience for the players. 

“We look forward to helping make the 
competition a big success and introducing 
the Spitfires to cricket supporters in the 
Caribbean.” 


BOSS: CEO Jamie Clifford 


j_ V i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

k^TjOlI Snorts or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport r Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Unit 4 Dcijen Business Park 
Second Avenue 
Chatham Kent M€4 5AU 

Telephone: 01634 786 646 

info@onpointflooring.co.uk 





Special Christmas 


Up to 30% off across our ranges of Flooring 


Visit our shouuroom store to browse our fantastic range of 
flooring to ensure you have the complete home for Christmas! 


Range of flooring: 

• Carpet 

• Laminate 

• Vinyl 

• Karndean / flmtico 

• UUood flooring 

• Artificial Gross 

• All accessories and Tools 

• Safety 



Range of Services: 

• free estimates 

• Competitive Prices 

• Quality Service 

• Aeputable Brands 

• Supply & fit Service 
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